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Antichriſts Armour- Bearer 


r is beyond Debate with us, That 

our Lord * Chriſt, the ſole 
2 EE Founder of the Goſpel-Church, 

E and Builder thereof on himſelf, 

as the alone Foundation laid in 

Zion, hath compleated her, in her 

Being, Conſtitution, Laws and 
Government; which State can admit of no ſup- 

| , polable Defect, to be ſupplied by the Wiſdom, 

and pretended Authority of Men, without the 
higheſt Reflection on the Honour of God, and 

Impeachment of the Wiſdom of her ſupreme 

Head and Lawgiver. If then the Goſpel-Church, 

this City of the great King, be compleat, as to 

that State, deſigned to her by God, while Mi- 

litant upon Earth ; and that all her Ordinances, 

: Rule, and Policy, are of Divine Inſtitution; 

then it muſt undeniably follow, that her Origi- 

nal is from Heaven, and not from Men; and 

therefore wholly exempted from the Will and 

Authority of Men, to make Alterations, or In- 
novations in her Conſtitution, as may prove moſt 

| A 2 | ſub- 
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chaſed to her, at the coſtly Rate of the 


Ces 


&} 3; © P 


ſüublervient to Mens carnal Intereſts. It is Clear 


to us from the ſacred Oracles, that the viſible 
2 is the only Society of Men whom God 
hath choſen for his Confederates, Tſal. xlvii. 
and xlviii. throughout, Yad. cxxxii. 1 3. and there» 


fore mult be the freeſt Society, and moſt dignified . 


in Point of Privilege, of any Society upon Earth: 
How highly criminal then muſt it be, in any 
Sett of Men, whether apoſtatizing Churchmen, 
or ſecular Powers whatſoever, to invade, or 
alienate any of her Immunities and Rights, 5 

ed 
Blood of the eternal Son of God? who came to 
the World, not only to ranſom her from the 
Curſe of a tranſgreſſed Law-covenant, the Do- 


minion of Sin, and the intolerable Yoke of 


Fewiſh Preſcriptions ; but alſo to free her Con- 


ſcience from Subjection to the Laws, Com- 
mandments, and Impoſitions of Men, repugnant 


to the Laws of her ſupreme Head. As we look 
upon it to be a Robbery of the groſſeſt Nature, 


yea, an invading God's 'Throne, for any Mortal 
to uſurp any of theChurch's Rights; fo we Eannot 
but look upon ſuch,who ſtand under aProfeſſion of 
Faith in, and Subjection to the Lord Jeſus ; who 
yet count light of, and look —_ their Chriftian 


Privileges as a Matter of Indifterence; - or ſuch, 


as dare to make any Simoniacal Merchandice of 
what is not in their own Power to give away, 


to be ſo many profane Eſau's, and Tramplers 


under Foot the Blood of the Son of God, the 
ranſoming Price of the Church's - Privileges. 


This awful Conſideration may be an enforcing 


Excitement to every Confeſlor of our Lord Teſus 


Chriſt, earneſtly to contend for, and firmly 


to hold faſt, every Branch of their Chriſtian 
* ROW * Richte 
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Rights and Liberties, wherewith Chriſt hath 
made them free: A Duty never more neceſſary 
and incumbent, than at this preſent Juncture, 
when the Rights of the Chriltian People are ſo 
avowedly impugned by a Sett of Churchmen a- 
mong us, calling themſelves Presbyrerians, but 
falſely, aftectipg a Domination and Preheminency 


over the Lord's Heritage; who, to gratify their 


Ambition and Avarice, nothing lefs will ſatisfy 


them, than to have the Rights and Liberties 


of the Church in their own Poſſeſſion, and at 
their ſole Diſpoſure, to cut and carve therein at 
Pleaſure : And, tho? profeiledly - Proteſtants, 
yet are not aſhamed to revive the old exploded 
Arguments of Feſuits, and high-flying Prela- 
riſts, to ſupport their Sacrilegious Ulurpations, 


and the Defence of an Autichriſtian Parronage, 


whether Laick, or Ecclefiaſtick ; ſo infringing of 
of the Church's Property, and privative of her 
irherent Right to chuſe her own Office-bearers ; 
to deprive her of which, (which yet is not in 
the — of Men, or Angel, lav fully; to do) 
were*to lay her under a more ſervile Y oke, and 
render the molt free and renowned Society upon 
Earth, baſely inferior to any civil Corporation 


(out of Slavery) which claims it as their inherent 


ight to chuſe their own Servants, What, next 


to profeſſed Popery or Prelacy, can more convin- 


cingly demonſtrate the Degeneracy,and Apoſtacy 
of the major Number of the Othce-bearers of 
this Church, from the known Principles of our 


"renowned Reformers, both earlier and later? 


who, _— other Points of Reformation- 
Doctrine, they drew from the pure Fountain 
ot the Holy Scriptures, taught, and aſſerted on 
| 55 ear 
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En 
clear Scripture-Grounds, That the Chriſtian 
Peoples Right, tochuſe their own Paſtors, is of Di- 
vine Inſtitution; as we have made ſufficiently evi- 
dent in our Teſtimony from the firſt and ſecond 
Booksof Diſcipline,and from other Writings of our 
own domeſtick Divines ; from whom we alſo lear- 


ned,as a Point well-warranted from Scripture, That , 


ſuch · is the Relation between a Church and its 
Paſtors, that no human Law or Order can conſti. 
tute without their owrwvokuntary Conſent : And 
that this Divine Right was for many Ages, in 
the primitive Times, fſacredly maintained in the 
Churches. . 

If this Point, then, be a Part of that Profeſſi- 
on of the Goſpel and Reformation Doctrine we 


are indiſpenſibly bound, by the Law of the 


Church's ſovereign Head, and our moſt ſolemn 
National Engagements, to avow and maintain ; 
then we ſee not how we could be anſwerable to 
the great God, juſtifiable in our own Conſci- 


ences, or to Pdſterity, to yield to ſuch a plain 


and open Entrenchment upon the Crown and 
Prerogative of Jeſus Chrilt (as the Spoiling of 
his Members and Subjects of ſo dear and tender 
a Privilege would natively infer) by declining or 
omitting to teſtify againſt ſuch an Encroachment, 
Jo very pernicious to the Intereſt of the Goſpel, 
-and our ſpiritual Concerns ; eſpecially at ſuch a 
Time, when we {aw the Antichriſtian Patronage 
ſo univerſally gone in to, ſupported, and vigo- 
rouſly concurr'd with by the leading Men of 

ſupreme and ſubordinate Judicatories of this 
Church. And, as if this were not Hardſhip e- 
nough to the poor Followers of Chriſt, there 


mult be yet a heavier Yoke wreath'd about our 
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Necks by the Force of an Eccleſiaſtick Law, in- 
tirely diveſting the Chriſtian People of their 
Right elective of their own Paſtors, and tranſ- 
ferring and confining the ſaid Right to Heritors 
and Elders, without any other Qualification, or 
further Limitation, than that of ſimply being 


' {Proteſtant ; tho? it be notourly known, that the 


Plurality of the firſt Rank are declared Enemies 
to the true Presbyterian Conſtitution, and im- 
patient of the ſtri 1 of Chriſt's Houſe, 
who will not fail to uſe their utmoſt Efforts, by 
vertue of this ſacrilegious Grant, fo illegally made 
to them, to have all ſuch vacant Pariſhes, where- 
in they can pretend the remoteſt Intereſt, plan- 
ted with ſuch a Sett of Paſtors, as they can rel 

on, for ſupporting them in the promoting ſuch 
Intereſts, as are incompatible with the Honour 
of Chriſt, the Light of the Goſpel, the Welfare 
of Religion, the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
and even the 'Tranquillity of the whole Nation. 


/ e therefore, looking upon this Deed of the ſu- 


preme Court of this Church to be attended with 
moſt ruining Conſequences of all that is deareſt 
to us as Chriſtians, were compell'd, from Views 
of the diſmal Tendency thereof, to lay the 
Complaints contain'd in our Repreſentation and 
Teſtimony, too well grounded, before the late 
General Aſſembly, May 6th' 173 2, not only for 
the Exoneration of our Conſciences, but to let 
the World and Poſterity know, that there was 


yet a Remnant in the Boſom of this Church, con- 
tending for, and refuſing, either through a ſin- 
ful Silence, or tacite Conſent, to deſert, and per- 
fidiouſly to ſurrender any Branch of our Refor- 
mation-Principles, which no Authority, Civil 

Or 


e 
or Eccleſiaſtick, can bind us to part with; for 
we have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to exalt the 
Authority of Men above the Authority of God, 
and ſubject to ſuch Laws of Men as are ſo 
Plainly * to the Laws of Chriſt, the 
hurch's alone Head and Lawgiver: Among 


{ 

{ 
which Laws of Men we claſs the foreſaid Act of { 
Aſlembly, which we cannot 2 thinking to be i 
ig 1 

a 
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an artful Contrivance of ill-defigning Men, to 
bear down any Remains of a covenanted Refor- 
mation, and all ſuch as are Aſſerters thereof; 
which may gradually iſſue in the Reduction of a 
this National Church under her former Bondage > 

lo 

P 


to the Roman Antichriſt, and the Baniſhment 
of Chriſt and Goſpel-Light out of our Borders. 
Who can but ſee this to be the native Reſult of 
the ſaid Act, whereby the Right of popular = 
Eleftion, and ſettling of vacant Pariſhes through T 
the whole Land, is lodg'd in the foul Hands of 8 
ſuch Men, as will with an undoubted Pleaſure | 
improve their Power to promote the Intereſt of th 
their- Harlot-Mother, the Church of Rome ? hi 
What ſorrowful and melancholly Views may not 
hence caſt up to all the Lovers of our Zion, let 
the Unprejudiced judge. | | 
After emitting of our Teſtimony againſt the | 


Defections of this Church, and her Encroach- 
ments upon the Headſhip of Chriſt, and the 
Rights of his Subjects; we had no further Reſo- 
lution to have appeared in Print, had not a cer- 
tain Pamphlet come to our Hand, bearing the 
boaſting Inſcription, vis. The Publick Teſtimo- 
ny of above 1600 Chriſtian People, againſt the 
Overture of the Aſſembly 17131, made more 
H publick, and ſet in its due Light : Being a full 
' ? a 5 0 
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Confutation of their Arguments adduced for the 
Divine Right of popular Elections. And we 
underſtanding that the Author bears the Office 
of a Presbyterian Miniſter in this Church, we 
thought ourſelves the more concerned to examine 
the Grounds of his Triumph, wherewith his Per- 
formance is frontiſpiec'd ; but, upon Peruſal, we 
finding the Bulk thereof ſwell'd with virulent 
and unjuſt Calumnies, nauſeous RefleRions, Ban- 
ter and Deriſion, and perverſe Cavilling (which 
appears to be his prime Accompliſhment and 
Maſter- piece) in lieu of ſolid Argumenting, and 
the Whole of the Performance larded with ja 
lothſom Exalting the Works of his own Hands, 


put us in ſome Demur, whether to pay him fo 


much Regard, and give ourſelves ſo much 
Trouble, as to make our Animadverſions upon 

ſo rancorous an Eſſay, for overturning the 
rounds of popular Election, and depreſſing 
the Lord's little Ones, ſo very contemptible in 
| 2 Man's Eyes: Yet, ſeeing ſome of a ſuperior 
ank found themſelves intereſted to plead for, 
and defend the Rights of the Chriſtian People, ſo 
zealouſly impugn'd by this Man, who we per- 
{wade ourſelves is no Presbyterian in Principle, 
(at leaſt) as to this Point, which he endeavours 
with all his Might to overthrow, by Arguments 
borrowed from Romiſo and Prelatick Champi- 
ons, which Thing durſt not be ſo openly avow- 
ed once a-Day in the reformed Church of Sor- 
land, under Pain of the higheſt Church-cenſure : 
But the tolerating of ſuch a barefac'd Pleading 
for a Popiſh, Prelatick, and Antipresbyterian 
Principle, as this Man dares now contend for, 
ſays to us; That true Precbyterian Principles ate 
: Worn 


| vo /.) 

worn out of Requeſt * the far greater Part 
of our Church- guides, who have little more 
than the Name, which were greater Ingenuity in 
them plainly to diſclaim, becauſe of the convin- 
cing Inconſiſtency of their Actings with the Pro- 


feſlion thereof. As the Tree is known by its 


Fruits, and the Lion by his Paw ; ſo this Man 


with his Fraternity, by their Deeds, convince us, 
that they are gone off the Reformation-footing, 


Sntending to enſlave thoſe whom our Lord has 
made free to their Eraſtian Tyranny. 

Altho' we are very well ſatisfied with the 
Performances of the very Reverend Mr. John 
Currie, and the honourable Gentlemen, as a ſuf- 


tive Right, and a full Confutation of our Ad- 
werſary's Pleading againſt the ſame; yet, upon 
mature Deliberation, we judged it expedient to 
__ ſomething in our own Vindication from 
c 


groundleſs Calumnies and Miſrepreſentations 
of our enraged and cruel Perſecutor, leſt he 
mould glory over us, as a People incapable to 


make any Cognition upon his Performance, in 


His own Conceit unanſwerable. 
He muſt give us Leave to tell him, That not- 


_ withſtanding of all the bluſtering Sophiſtry he is 
Maſter of, and all tbe Engine he has exerted, to 


obſcure, weaken and overthrow the Scripture- 


roofs, adduced in our Teſtimony, for confirm- 
Ing the Point of popular Ele&ion ; yet we find 
them {till ſtanding (like Zo/epH's Bow) intire in 
their Strength. Moreover, it does not a little 
confirm the Truth of this Point to us, that the 
fame Weapons have been uſed for the Defence 


thereof, by a Cleud of the brighteſt Witneſſes 


and 


— 


ficient Vindication of the Chriſtian People's ele- 


of Right: Therefore we ſhall ſatisfy ourſelves | 


e 
and ſhining Lights, that have appexced in. the 
Church of Chriſt, ſince the Apoſtles Days, before 
whom, we ſhould think, if he be a Proteſtant, Mo- 
deſty at leaſt would oblige him to vail bis Face: 
But ſeeing we find him among the Herd of Po- 
iſh Advocates, diſputing againſt this Proteſtant 
Principle, we are the leſs moved with his vain 
Eſſay ; only we are ſorry that Popery ſhould be 
allowed in a Proteſtant Church, to diſplay itſelf 
under a Proteſtant Presbyterian Mask. 
The principal Intent of our Appearance now 
in Publick, being to wipe oft theſe falſe and un- 


grounded Calumnies he chargeth us with, and 


vindicate ourſelves with the more Sober- minded; 
we ſhall be the more brief upon the argumenta- 
tive Part of his Book, that being ſo amply diſ- 
cuſſed by the above · ſaid Patronizers of our Claim 


with ſome ſhort Remarks upon fome of his Ar- 
guments, for invalidating our Scripture- proofs, for | 
grouncing the Right of popular Election, in this 
ection; leaving our Remarks upon the Raillery, 
Banter, and Calumnies of his worthy Perfor-J 
mance, unto a Section by itſelf, It is not our 
Expectation, that what can be advanced by us, 
will either reach the Conviction of our Adverſa- 
ry and his Party, or filence their further Jang 
ling; but, if it prove in any Meaſure ſatisfying te 
the Sober- minded, we attain our intended End] 
The firſt Thing in this Section, we think our 
ſelves concerned in to advert to, is what he cor 
fidently aſſerts near the Cloſe of the 26th Pag 
of his Book, vis. That there is no Manner 
Foundation for our pretended Rigbt of pop 

ec lar Election: For = he) if there be — 
2 us 
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e ſuch Right, it muſt be either a Divine natu- 
ce ral, or a Divine poſitive, 1. It is not a Di- 
| © vine Natural, for then it muſt have commen- 
de ced as ſoon as there were Societies of Men in 
| te he World to be inſtructed and taught: But it 
| © appears to be quite otherwiſe; for, before the 
e Giving of the Law, the Dignity of the Prieſt- 
| © hood was one of the Rights and Privileges of - 
| ©© the Firſt-born, E975. Again he tells us, That the 
Tribe of Levi came into their Place by a Di- 

* vine Conſtitution, Numb. viii. 14. 
| Anſw. We think this Gentleman is put to his 
| Shifts indeed, when forced to flee to the State of 
the Church, when under Nonage and Minority, 
and thence to deduce Arguments, to diſprove any 
Privilege of the New-Teſftament Church, advan- 
ced to full Age and Maturity. We learn from 
Ithe Scriptures, a vaſt Difference and Diſtinction 
between the Infant-itate of the Church, whe- 
ther conſidered before the Giving of the Law, 
Ii. e. when the Church was domeſtical, and confi- 
ned in Families; or aſter the e e the Law, 
and then became Congregational, being then fe- 
Herally united together by the Moſaick Diſpenſa- 
ion, which was ſervile, legal and typical, as is 
lam from Gal. 4. and the State of the Church 
der the New-Teſtament Diſpenſation, arriv'd 
t Evangelical Perfection: Wherefore we con- 
lude, That all Arguments advanced from the 
tate of the Old-Teſtament Church, or from 
er Ordinances and Conſtitutions, thereby to anul 
1y Goſpel-conſtitution and Ordinance, is a moſt 
fſurd and perverſe Way of Reaſoning. Again, 
tells us not what he means by either a Di- 
ne natural or poſitive Right; “ it is well, - be 
. under- 


2 
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underſtands himſelf : This much we know, and 
are ſure of, that by Nature we are fallen Crea- 
tures and Sinners in the firſt Adam, and, as ſuch, 
we can claim a Right to nothing, but the Curſe 
of a broken Covenant of Works ; but by Faith 
in Chriſt, - the ſecond Adam, we recover and 


hold our Right unto all Goſpel-privileges, upon 


the Tenor of that new and better Covenant, of 
which he is Mediator and Surety : So all who 
come under the Bond thereof, through Union 
to the Covenant-Head Jeſus Chriſt, are advanced 
unto the high Dignity of being the Sons of Gol ; 
and if Sons, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint 
Heirs with Chriſt, by the incomprehenſible Love 


and Wiſdom of the Father; and conſequently 


their Right muſt be a Birthright-privilege, and 
therefore Divine, whether it fall under the De- 
nomination of a Divine natural or poſitive Right : 


And ſeeing we are confident to claim this Right, 
Don the ſure and unchangeable Ground of a 


New - Teſtamentary Diſpoſition, purchaſed and 


onfirmed to us by the Blood of the Teſtator, 
his makes our Claim no leſs ſure and firm than 
bat which is founded, whether upon the 
Law of Nature, or a poſitive Law. Bur, if our 
\dverſary will contend for the Neceſſity of its 
deing a Divine natural Right, by which if he 

ean ſuch a Right as is founded upon the Law 
df Nature; then we ſay, This Claim is not on- 


-Iy (in our Judgment) conſonant" to, but alſo 


ounded thereon. And that, (1.) As it belongs 
o us as Men, voluntarily and with Conſent uni- 
ed together in civil Society ; we hope it will not 
ie refuſed, that every free Society of Men, out 
Bondage, claim it as their Right vans to 


| fx 40 
elect their own Office-bearers. (2.) If this be 
their Claim in Things merely Civil, how much 
more muſt this Right be inherent to them as they 
are Chriſtiens, voluntarily united in Society, for 
the joint worſhipping and gloriſying of God, as 
the prime End thereof, to chuſe ſuch, as they 
judge beſt qualified, to be their ſpiritual Guides 
in ſuch folemn Work and Service; for which 
End, the human Nature, endowed with Powers 
and Faculties fitted thereunto, was chiefly crea- 
ted by God: Who framed this Nature, ſo adap- 
ted for Society as its next End, that without it 
It cannot reach the End to which it was impow- 
ered, viz. the Worſhip of God in Society; 
without which there would be an abſolute Fai, 


lure of one of the main Ends of Man's Creati- | 


on. Whence we obſerve, That Church-ſociety 
is not a Thing unknown to the Light of Nature; 
and it appears evident, that God has laid the 
Foundation and Neceflity of them in the Law of 
Nature, by the Creation and Conſtitution of it: 


all the Privileges thereof are founded upon the 
Law of Nature, — which, this elective 
Right now in Controverſy is no mean one (viel- 
ding that its Exerciſe might be ſuſpended, thro 
Divine Appointment, until the Time of the 
Conſtitution of the Goſpel-Church.) 


þ 


And, if ſo, then it muſt indiſputably follow, That 


Laſily, We ſay, That God, by givifig a natu 
ral Lite to Men, has alſo given them an inheren 
Right to uſe all lawful and proper Means to pre 
ſerve it; and, they are indiſpenſibly bound, bot 
by the Law of Nature and the written Law © 


God, to guard againſt whatſoever hath * 
5 N * 
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62 
dency to its Deſiragio? : If this be the Caſe 


with Reſpect to the natural Life, then ſurely 
this Right muſt be more ſtrongly verified of the 
ſpiritual Life, which is of a far more ſuperior Ex- 
cellency and Value, and intitleta to more and 
better Privileges. We humbly think, that, from 
what we have briefly advanced, we have made 
it pretty evident, that the Chriſtian People's 
elective Right is not only agreeable to, but 
founded on the Law of Nature. 

In the next Place, he ſays, ©* But let us de- 
ce ſcend down unto the Goſpel-diſpenſation, and 
« we will find, that the Calling of Miniſters 
« did not even then go in the Chanel of E 
cc lar Election. His Proof for this is, x/?, In the 
« Beginning of that Diſpenſation, John the 


“ Baptiſt came as a Meſſenger immediately ſent 


c by God, before the Mes, to prepare his 
«© Way, &c. 24ly, After him, the Lord * 
« Chriſt, the High Prieſt, and Chief Apoſtle of 
© our Profeſſion, had an immediate Call from 
© God his Father, c.“ 

Anſw. 1, With Reference to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we ſay, He was called and ſent of the 
Father upon the great Work of fallen Man's 
Redemption, and to purchaſe his Church with 
his own Blood; wherefore it muſt neceſſarily 
follow, that he is the Fountain-cauſe, the Foun- 
der and Erector thereof, antecedently to her 


Calling and Erection, where popular Election 


is neither requiſite, nor can take Place, but in a 

— conſtitute, fixed and complete as to her 
tate. 

Anſqu. 2. We look upon it as a convincing 


Evidence of a ſtaggering Cauſe, when the Pa- 
trons 


© 26 )). 
trons thereof are forced to ſeek Shelter in Means 
ſo foreign to, their intended End: For we hum- 
| bly conceive, that all Arguments drawn for the 
Subverſion of the Point in Controverſy, from 
extraordinary Officers and Rulers of the Goſpel- 
Church, whole Office and Power was antece- 
dent, as that, by vertue whereof ſhe was to be 
Called and erected (upon which this Office and 
Power was to teaſe) unto the ordinary Officers 
of the Church already called and conſtitute, and 
which was to be 238 Continuation in 
the Church; we ſay, We look upon all ſuch Ar- 
guments to be pitifully weak, unleſs it could be 
made „ that the ordinary Officers are the 
S 
Things that concurred to the Conſtitution of their 
ce as extraordinary: Such as, immediate 
Call from Chriſt, extraordinary Gifts and Power! 
vine Inſpiration and infallible Conduct, exten- 
five Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel to every 


Creature. Theſe extraordinary Offices of A- 
poſtles, Prophets, Evangeluſts being ceaſed, we 
think nothing can be more vain and preſumptive, 
than to pretend any Succeſſion in Office to them, 
either in Whole or in Part, with Reference to 
what was extraordinary: Wherefore we aſſert 
it as our firm Sentiment, That all Arguments ad- 
duced by our Adverſary, or any of his Party, 
with [whom he has ſaid 4 Conſederacy, whether 
Romaniſis or high- flying Prelatiſts, from the 
forefaid Offices; or from the Condition of the 
Evangelical Church, before completed as to her 
State of perpetual Continuation, are ſo clearly 
Improbative of their Point, that it is altogether 
needleſs Labour, farther to diſprove them. — 

, - - Cacre- 


lors of the extraordinary, in all theſe \| 


o | 
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therefore, we ſhall conclude this Head with 2: 


few Remarks, detecting ſome of theſe Abſurdi- 
ties, that appear to be couch'd in this Man's 
Way of Reaſoning. Thence, (1.) He ſeems 
thereby to- claſs the Lord Jeſus, who is the 
Prince of Paſtors and Lord over his own Houſe, 
in the Rank of the ordinary Servants in his 
Houſe. (2.) It appears he makes no Diſtincti- 
on between. the extraordinary Officers, which 
were appointed to continue during theTime of ga- 
thering and ſettling Gofpel-Churches, and there- 
after to ceaſe ; and the ordinary Officers, of per- 
petual Continuance in "the Church while Mili- 
tant. (3.) He makes no Difference, apparent 


to us, between the Church (with Reſpect to 


the Exerciſe of her Privileges) when in calling 


and erecting, and when called and conſtitute: 


We think the Difference between Men while 
in gathering into a Church-State, and when ga- 
thered and ſettled therein, very plain: In the 
former Reſpect, we look upon them as on- 
ly arriving, to the Fruition of theſe Chri- 
ſtian Privileges which the Goſpel-call en- 
titles them to take and rm, but when called, 
and in a ſettled Church - State, they are actually 
and perſonally poſſeſſed of all their Chriſtian 
Rights and Privileges, and impowered to the 
Exerciſe thereof. 
or will contend with God, while he is pleaſed 
to ſpeak, to call and ſend forth his Ambaſſadors 
in an immediate Way, for erecting his Son's King- 
dom among Men? then indeed mult the People 
be filent : But when God ceaſes to ſpeak, call and 
ſend forth Paſtors to his Church, after that extra- 
ordinary Manner ; then the People's Right to 


epeak, call and elect their own Paſtors duly takes 


Beſides, who ever contended 


* 
r — 


| 
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Place. This is evident, 1/7, Form the Laws of Na- 
ture and right Reaſon, which do teach, That every 
Man that is endowed with ſound Reaſon, has a Li- 
berty and Power to judge for himſelf, 244%, 
From the Divine Inſtitution, in ſettling Goſpel- 
Churches with ordinary Paſtors, by the Suffra- 
ges of the People, according to Apoſtolick Pra- 
&ice ; which we reckon equivalent to a poſitive 
Command, and ſufficient to found the Chriſti- 
an People's divine poſitive Right of electing 
their own Paſtors, to which, by the Tenure of 
the Goſpel-Charter, they are as'equally and ful- 
ly entitled, as they are thereby to any other 
Goſpel-Privilege. 'To conclude, We are of the 
Mind, that, what we have already ſaid with 
all poſſible Brevity upon this Subject, may ſuf- 


ficiently document the Vanity of our Adver- 


fary's Aim and Deſign to nullify the foreſaid con- 
tended-for Right, whether by Arguments brought 
from the State of the Church when domeſtical 
and confin'd to Families, or from the State of the 
Church when congregational and 4ederally uni- 
ted, upon commencing of the Sinaitick Cove- 
nant, What a Beating of the Air is it, to eſſay 
the Overthrow of a Goſpel-Inſtitution, built u- 
; pu the unchangeable Prieſthood of Chriſt, by 
uch foreign Arguments, as are now deduced 
from the changeable Ordinances of the Aaroni- 
cal Prieſthood ? We leave it to the Judgment 
of the ſober and unprejudiced Reader, to conſider 
- here the Strength of theſe, or ſuch like Reaſo- 
nings lies. We, 
We might have ended this Section with what 
Zs already faid: Seeing the Reverend Mr. Currie, 
in his Vindication of the Chriſtian Peoples Right, 
|  Hath fo fully detected the Sophiſtry and Fall- 


* 


19 
hood of this Man's Reaſoning, and his unaccoun- 


tably deceitful Repreſentation of Matters, per- 


taining the Point in Hand; And he alſo having, 
at ſome good Length, ſolidly cleared the Scri 
ture-proofs, adduced in our Teſtimony, as the 
Foundation of our Claim pled therein, from the 
Miſts, caſt upon them by our Opponent; that 
we own it needleſs to add any 'Thing further ; 
but refer the Reader to him, upon the ſeveral 
Proofs, for full Satisfaction. 5 

Yet we may be allowed to make ſuch curſory 
Remarks upon ſuch Particulars in his cloſ5 Fxa- 
mination of our Scripture-proofs, where we con- 
ceive it neceſſary, without the Cenſure of Pre- 
ſumption. To clear our Way, in Purſuance of 


' our Purpoſe, we thought it requiſite to acquaint 
the Reader, That we find this Gentleman aſſu- 


ming ſuch a boundleſs Licence, to pervert Mat- 
ters of ſo grave and weighty Concern, and al- 
ſert ſuch open and plain Untruths, that he leaves 
little or no Ground for a candid Reader to credit, 
what he, with an uncommon Confidence, 
{ſtands not to aver. 

The firſt Thing we remark upon his cloſs Ex- 
amination of our Scripture-proofs, is, The into- 
lerable Freedom he takes to miſrepreſent the 
Dead ; we mean, ſuch Authors, of worthy Me- 


mory, whom he iniquouſly leads forth as Wit- 


neſſes for him, in Oppoſition to the Cauſe now 
contended for 1 us, namely, Mr. Sammel Ru- 
rherfurd, Profeſſor Wood, and the London Mini- 
ſters. It is amazing to us (if the Man have any 
Conſcience at all) how he dares, without Fear, 
publiſh downright Untruths to the World, 
when alledging theſe Divines, particularly Mr. 

C 2 Rutherfuri 


— _— FT” — — > 


rr —— ping — —]i 


20) 
Nut herfurd and Mr. Woog, either to deny or 
impugn a Proteſtant Principle, which they 
ever aſſerted and firmly maintained. 

He tells us upon our firſt Proof for the Chri- 
ſtian People's elective Right, from Acts 1. 15. 
(1.) That Mr. Rutherfurd, in his Due Right of 
Presbytery, p. 196. is againſt us. That the 


Reader may the better underſtand the Fallacy of 


this perverting Man, 1ſt, He unfaithfully quotes 


the Page, referring us to P. 196. for 190. 2. It 
i is a ſcand 
'. Therfurd contradicts, or is againſt us in what we 


alous Untruth to fay, That Mr. Ru- 


claim from the foreſaid Scripture : The Scope of 
his Diſpute there is, only to prove againſt the 
Independents, that they have no Ground from 
Acts i. 15. of conſtituting or ordaining Goſpel- 
Miniſters; and this he aſſuredly knows was never 


claimed by any true Presbyterian. 


We fay in our Teſtimony, from the above- 
mentioned Paſſage, © The 120 Diſciples being 


ce calld by the Apoſtle Peter, to nominate ahd | 


ce chuſstwo Candidates for the Apoſtleſhip, &c. 
«« did accordingly, v. 16. appoint, or, as 
© many learned Men render it, decreed, offered, 
r or preſented Two, that, by Lot, the Lord 
* might chuſe one of them, &7c.” Mr. Ruther- 
ura, in his Due Right of Presbytery, p. 120. 
tells us, 1. That the 120 did nominate and 
preſent Matthias. 2. They chuſe him; which 
plainly expreſſes all we plead for from the Text. 


The ſaid Divine, in the 201 p. of the above- 


mentioned Book, aſſerts, That the People, have 
God's Right to chuſe ; For, ſays he, ſo God's 
Word preſcribeth ; and, for Proof thereof, he 

| Re Cites 


— 
- 


9 
cites Acts xv. 22. 1 Cor. xvi. 3. 
ro. Acts vi. 6. Acts xiv. 23. 


1 Cr. viii. 
And, in the 8th 


| Chap. of the {aid Book, 5. 175. he ſays, Electi- 


on of Officers (no doubt) belongeth to the 
whole Church. 

24ly, After the ſame Manner he falſly repre- 
ſents Profeſſor Mood, as arguing againſt our 


Claim of Election, from Acts i. 15. when, on 


the contrary, Mr. Wood is eonfuting Lockzer the 
Independent, who contended, That the People, 
or whole Church, had the Right of ordaining 
their Paſtors lodg'd in them, which he endea- 
voured to evince from this Text. Mr. Wood, 
near the Beginning of the 244 P. of-his Book, 
plainly owns, ſaying, We grant, that Election 
of Officers is to be done by the People; but then 


tells his Oppoſite, That Election is no Ordina- 


tion. We purpoſing all Brevity, think, this 
much produced out of the Writings of theſe two 
Divines, led as Witneſſes oppoling us, may ſuſſi- 
ciently convince the World of the Injuſtice of 
-_ Adverſary, and clear the Truth of our 
Plea. | 
34ly, What the London Miniſters affirm in 
their us d4ivinum miniſterii, viz. That Election 
of a Miniſter doth not by Divine Right wholly 
and ſolely belong to the major Part of every 
Congregation, does not an{wer the Aim of our 
Adverlary, when aflerting, That the People have 
no Right at all ro elect. We can eaſily yield, 
without hurting our Claim, that the Majority 
of a Congregation have no Power to exerciſe 
this Right, if rude, ignorant, and under Scan- 
dal; but if reputed gracious, and able to diſcern, 
we affirm it to belong to them. 
We 


1 
we think we are not concerned to inte- 
reſt ourſelves at preſent in the Controverſy be- Or 
tween the London Miniſters and Independents | * mc 
any. further than it relates to the Point in Hand. || * thi 
We humbly conceive, with all due Deference to | © we 
their Memory, That their alledging in the fore- | © we 
ſaid Book, that theſe Words, Aces i. 23. And W 
they iy wig Tuo, relate to the Apoſtles, and þ giver 
not to the 120. (1.) It croſſeth the very Scope | certa 
of Peter's Speech, which was the chuſing an A- Ele 
poltle. (2.) It is evident, that the Speech was hic 
directed to the Hundred and twenty, as the Ele- || only 
ctors; elſs the Notation of the Number in the || zheſe 
Text would appear utterly needleſs, contrary to || there 
the Intention of the Holy Ghoſt therein. (3.) A- Diſci 
gain, it would ſeem ſtrongly to imply a Superio- || and, 
rity in the Apoſtle Perer over his Brethren A- \ Call 
Poltles, ſo as to guide, direct, limit and deter- We 
mine them in their Choice, as if they had been Maje 
either ignorant that One was to be choſen, or || Satis 
that they might err in their Choice; all which, Divi 
the Limitation of this Election · to the Eleven A- the 
poſtles, would plainly infer. And it is our Judg- Hm 
ment, That whatever hath a Tendency to coun- com: 
tenance or ſupport the accurſed Supremacy of Lore 
the Man of Sin, which he founds upon the pre- of a 
tended Superiority of the Apoſtle Ferer over his mu 
Brethren Apoltles, ought carefully to be guarded Off 


againſt by all true Proteſtants. L 
4ihly, Upon this Head, he tells us, ſaying, ſays 
* You proceed in your Argument, and add, NY 


That in the laſt Verſe it is ſaid, And they gave T.y 
© forth their Lots; and the Lot falling upon 88 
*© Matthias, he was numbred with the Hleven N 
* Apoſtles, Which Word (Numbred) in the W 


Ori- « f. 
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at 


( -23 
ce Original ſignifies to chuſe by Votes, or com- 
ce mon Suffrages, Cc. Will you (ſays he) have 
ce the Effrontery to ſay, That the People's Votes 
ce were asked, if they did approve of or were 
& well pleaſed with an ion made by God! 

We an{wer, That the Election of Two was 
given to the Diſciples, of which Two One was 
certainly determined to the Apoſtleſhip ; but the 
Election of the One, or final Determination 
which of theſe Two ſhould be the Apoſtle, did 
only belong to God, v. 24. Shew whether of 
theſe thou haſt choſen. Hence we learn, That 
there was a double Election in the Caſe ; the 
Diſciples did chuſe, and God did chuſe allo ; 
and, without this extraordinary and immediate 
Call of God, Matthias had not been an Apoſtle. 
We can fee nothing derogatory to the Divine 
Majeſty in the Diſciples teſtifying their cordial 
Satisfaction in, or hearty Approbation of, that 
Divine Determination; as Bega tells us, That by 
the Greek Word guyza]:norSy may be rendred, 
Hunc fortes eventum commumi omnium ſententia 
comprobatum eſt, Hence we learn, That, if the 
Lord grant this much to the People in the Caſe 
of an extraordinary Officer, certainly this Grant 
muſt hold much more in the Caſe of ordinary 
Officers. 

Upon our ſecond Proof from Acts vi. 3. he 
ſays, 1. © Becauſe you ſay that found Proteſtant 
* Divines confirm the Divine Inſtitution of po- 
« pular Election from this Text, I ſhall ſhow 
« you that many of the beſt and moſt learned 
* think otherwiſe ; and the firſt I name is Zea, 
* that Miracle of Learning, and eminent Re- 
< former, Cc.“ | 

| | Anſw, 


(24 ) 

Anſw. This is a deteſtable Falſnood; which 
being already fully detected, and refuted in the 
Vindication of the People's Right, we pals it. 
2. He tells us, That the London Synod of 
tc Presbyterian Miniſters, in their us Divinum, 
ce þ.129. deny the Conſequence of your Argu- 
ce ment; for it is a certain Rule, Argumentium 
cc A minori ad majus non valet affirmative : It is 
cc no good Way of arguing to ſay, That, becauſe 
« Man is able to do the leſſer, he is able to do 
ce the greater.” 

WMe anſwer, That this is not our Argument, 
vis, That, becauſe the People are able to chuſe 
their Deacons, therefore they are able to chuſe 
their Paſtors: But our Argument is this, That, 
if he has inveſted his People with a Power and 
Right to chuſe their Officers about Matters of a 
lower Concern, much more have they this Right 
to chuſe their Officers in the weightieſt and 


higheſt Concerns. And we find the London 


Minifters themfelves arguing from the leſs to the 
greater, Jus Divinum, p. 158. © In this very 
© Choice of the Deacons, which was but an in- 
© ferior Office, and ſerving only for the Diſtri- 
cc bution of temporal. Eſtates of the People, the 
e Apoltles require, that they ſhould not only be 
ce elected by the People, but allo ordained to this 
e Office: Much more ought this to be done in 
* the Choice of Perſons who are called to the 
« Work of Preaching, and diſpenſing Sacramental 
<© Myſteries; a Service of all others of the greateſt 
«© Weight and Worth.” The Argument is the 
very ſame, and as forcible, when applied to Ele- 
Etion: And hereby the judicious Reader may 


clearly ſee eur Argument here, from the lels 8 
t 
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the greater; fully concluſive, and probative of the 
Point in Hand. 
Upon our third Scripture- proof he accoſts us 
thus, © You endeavour (ſays he) to eſtabliſh 
ce your Divine Right from Acts xiv. 23. And 
ce when they*bad ordained them lers in every 
© Church, or, as it runs in the Original, hen 
ce they had ordained them, by Election or Votes, 
& Fllers in every Church; for ſo the Greek 
t Word ſhould be tranſlated, as in 2 Cor. viii. 
cc 19., But who was choſen by the Churches, &c. 
© and alittle after you ſay, This is an unexce 
cc tionable Witneſs for your Right, and ſo bright 
ce an Evidence, that all the Duſt raiſed by Po- 
* piſh Cavils and Exceptions againſt it, ſhall ne- 
«© yer be able to cloud or obſcure this Argument ; 


© and then tell us, He has anſwered this Argu- 


© ment at great Length in his Enquiry,not by Po- 


c piſh Exceptions, c.“ Anſw. The Whole of his 


Pleadings againſt this Point, have been pled long 
before him by ZBe/larmine and other Jeſuits, 
Fa. Sage, with other Prelatiſts. The Cloud of 
ound Proteſtant and Presbyterian Writers have 
adhered to, arid contended for, the primary and 
original Signification of the Greek Word ef- 
TowoeyTss,, Which denotes a Chuſing by Suttra- 
ges, With lifting up of the Hands, which was the 
Signification of rhe Word then in Uſe, when the 
inſpired Evangeliſt Luke wrote the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, How unwarrantable is it then to re- 
cede from the native Signification of the Word, 
unleſs our Adverſary could make it appear to be 
manifeſtly repugnant to the Senſe of the Con- 
text? © He objects Acts x. 41. Bur unto Mit- 
te nefſes choſen before 8 Goa; where it * 
| c 
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& be fo uſed.” Anſw. As the Word there muſt 
be taken for Chuſing, without uſing the Ceremo- 
ny of lifting up of Hands; fo alſo it mult be as cer- 
eainly taken there for a Chuſing without laying on 
of Hands: For, as properly God hath no Hands 
to lift up, ſo neither to lay on f and thereſore, iſ 


Nelpererte, in Afts xiv. 23. mult be taken in the 


fame Senſe in which it is taken 4s x. 41. then 


— 1 be meant of Ordination by laying on of 
ands. 

The great Mr. Gilleſpie, in his Engliſs Po- 
iſo Ceremonies, p. 280, acquaints us, © That 
re when the Word sifre is uſed by Eccleſia- 
ce ſtical Writers for Ordination, yet then they 
cc uſe it in this Senſe, they 1 it figuratively, 
cc taking a Part for the Whole, as Junius ſhew- 
cc eth: For theſe Two, Election by moſt Voices, 
© and Ordination by laying on of Hands, were 
ce joined together, did cohere, as an Antecedent 
ce and a Conſequent; whence the Uſe obtained, 


ce that the whole Action ſhould be ſignified by 


cc one Word, gathering the Antecedent from the 
ce Conſequent, and the Conſequent from the An- 
cc tecedent . 5 | 

All the Exceptions our Opponent leads in againſt 
our Proof from Acts xv. 22, 23. 1 Cor. xvi. z. 
2 Cor. viii. 18, 19. are ſo amply and ſolidly an- 
ſwered, that we ſee no Room for making further 
Remarks thereon; Only we learn from theſe 
Scriptures, That ſuch is the near Concern and 
Intereſt that. the Church of Chriſt, or Body of 
the Chriſtigg People, have in and about Eccleſia- 
ſticx Managements, that, in the Apoſtolick 
Times, When an) Buſineſs of weighty Conſe- 


dons 


 Quenceyas.to be gone about, it behoved to be 


— 


— 


_ © withdraw from intruding 
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done with the Countenance and Concurrence of 
the whole Church : And if this was the Church's 
Privilege, when under the infallible Miniſtry 
and Conduct of the holy Apoſtles, we cannot 
fee by what Authority this Privilege is either li- 
mited, reſtricted to, or claimed by any particular 
Sett of Men in the Church, excluſive of the Bo- 
dy of the Chriſtian People, under a Miniſtry both 
liable to Mutability and Fallibility. 

In the /afſt Place, he tells us, p. 5. of his 
Book, faying, © I find the Compoſers of your 
& Repreſentation furniſh you with Two other 
© Texts of Scripture ; the firſt is, x hn iv. 1. 
* Beloved, believe not every Spirit, &c. The 
& ſecond is, Rev. ii. 2. J know thy Works, &c. 
« From theſe, as I take you up, you argue, 
* That as the Chriſtian People have a Right to 
irelings; ſo it na- 
© tively follows, that they have a Right to chule 
© ſuch as are honeſt and worthy. This Argu- 
«© ment (he ſays) I have confuted in the Exqui- 
ry, from p. 84. — $59,” Which preten- 
ded Confutation we find fully refuted in the above- 


mentioned Vindication; yet we crave Leave, 


1. To acquaint the World, that it is a great Un- 
truth to fay, That any one Miniſter in the Church 
either had any Hand in, or gave Countenance 
to, the compoſing of our Repreſentation; nei- 
ther did we crave the Aid of one or more ot 
them: But what ſhall be done to the falſe Tongue. 
and the Tongue that ſpeaketh proud Things, we 
leave to the ſerious Conſideration of our Adver- 


_ fary, who has uſed his Tongu- end Lips as his 


own againſt us; and, through his Rage at us, 
has caſt all the Infamy he is Maſter of upon - 
D : | the 
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the Chriſtian People that have, or ſhall be in th hin 
Church of Chriſt to the End. But we leave him the 

to his Judge. 2. We ſubjoin to the two menti- tho 
oned Texts, for the clearing of this Head, theſe Ch 
following Texts, Mat. vii. 15. Beware of falſe || cei\ 
Prophets, &c. John x. 5. A Stranger will they bee 
not follow, but will flee from him, &c. Phil. Im 
ili. 1. Beware of Dogs. 1 Thell. v. 21. Prove is t 
all Things. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Wherefore come gut the 


From among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith it n 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean Thing. Tr 
Rom. xvi. 19. Mark them that cauſe Diviſions wh 
and Offences, — and avoid them. 2 John Co 
v. 10, 11. If there come any unto you, and Tr 
bring not this Doctrine, receive. him not into oui 


our Honſe, neither bid him God Nur For | oth 
He that bidaeth him God ſpeed, is Partaker of " faic 
his evi] Deeds. Moreover, we find it promiſed Te 
in the Prophecy of the Malachi, Chap. iii. 18. pre 
that, under the Days of the Mefſiab, the Chil- ali 
dren of God ſhall Aiſcern between the Righteous ſw. 


and the Wicked, between him that ſerveth God, ii. 
and him that ſerveth him not. Correſpondent Bu 
to this Promiſe,” we find the Apoſtles under the Scc 
New Teſtament calling and exhorting the Chri- of 
itian People to exerciſe that diſcerning Spirit, as niſ 
is evident from 1 John iv. 1. And we find the J ly 


fame 70h, in his Epiſtle to the Church of Ephe- CO! 
ſus, Rev. ii. 2. commending the Epheſians for | 
ex-rciiing that Chriſtian Privilege and Duty. pe: 


hat can be the Meaning of all this, but to let an 
vs know that every Chriſtian has a Right to judge un 
of his Miniſter, and not to receive him alone he 


Þpon the Authority of the Church, nor give his 


29 
him implicite Faitb, becauſe he is ordained by 
the Church? For, had the Apoſtle 7h 
thought the Name or Office of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſufficient to determine the People to re- 


ceive him, then the Command to try him had 


been uſeleſs, and to no Purpole. Seeing then the 
Import and chief Intent of the cited Scriptures, - 
is to hold out the Chriſtian People's Right to try 
their Miniſters ; then of neceſſary Conſequence 
it muſt follow, that they have Power, upon 
Trial, whether to chuſe or refuſe them : For 
whatſoever God's Word doth import, by due 
Conſequence mult be taken for God's Mind and 
Truth. Neither do we think it in the Power of 
our Adverſary, or any of his Faction, to put any 
other tolerable Senſe or rational Meaning on the 


ſaid Texts; neither can they produce to us any 


Text of Scripture, that can be rationally inter- 
preted, to deprive the Lord's People of this un- 
alienable Right. Indeed, he would fain per- 
ſwade his Reader, that theſe Texts, vis. 2 Tim. 
ii. 2. and Titus i. 5, &c. are of this Tendency. 
But this is mere impoſing on the Simple, their 
Scope being only 4 be a Directory to the Miniſters 
of the Church © appoint and ordain other Mi- 
niſters, but by no Means to impoſe, or violent- 
ly to obtrude Miniſters upon any particular Flock, 
contrary to their Choice and Conſent. 

But, to bring this Section to a Cloſe, it ap- 
pears to us, that, after all our Adverſary's Labour 
and Struggle'to overthrow a good Cauſe, he hath, 
unawares to himſelf, fallen into the Pit, which 
he hath digg'd for that End, and has overthrown 
his own Cauſe, (1.) By granting, Page 52. of 


his Book, © That the People ſhould be on their 


* Guard, 


39 
& Guard, that they be not ſeduced into Errors T 
& by corrupt and erroneous Teachers. (2.) That 
© they have a Judgment of Diſcretion concern- | © 
« ing the Doctrine taught. (3.) Now, if the P 
ce Cale of a People is ſuch, that they have no 
c Teachers, but ſuch as are corrupt, which is 
© the Caſe of the Proteſtants in France ; then Gol 
they ſhould ſeek out, and repair to a Church I her 
& that has Orthodox Guides.“ 
Now, Reader, judge, whether or not, by theſe pur 
Conceſſions of our Adverſary, he hath not fairly Di 
ielded the Cauſe we contend for, Surely, if it 
the Duty and Right of a People to guard a- Pro 
gainſt Seduction into Error by corrupt Teachers; F þ.;. 
and that they have a Judgment of Diſcretion 
concerning the Doctrine taught; and laſtly, that, I yg, 
if their Caſe be ſuch, that they have no Teachers ph 
but ſuch as are corrupt, then they aue to repair || 
to a Church that have Orthodox Guides; all 
which =o that the Chriſtian People have a za 
Right to ſeparate from corrupt Paſtors or 
Teachers, with whom they cannot abide in Com- 
munion, without manifeſt Danger to their Souls: 4 
If ſo, then this Right muſt be an inherent Right; | 
this is ſo evident in itſelf, that Math been granted : 
by ſome of the ableſt Advocates againſt popular P 
Election: Therefore we maintain it as a certain þ 
and indiſputable Truth, That, if a. Chriſtian 
People have an inherent Right to ſeparate from T 
or rejet the Communion of falfe and cor- 
rupt Teachers, endangering the Salvation of fo 
their Souls; then conſequently they muſt have C 
an inherent Right to chuſe the Paſtor or Teacher, h 
with whom, ſalva fide, or with a ſafe Conſcience, * 
they can hold Communion. 


From 


Eos 

Errors what we have offered, in the Vindi- 
) That * our Claim, with all the Conciſeneſs 
ncern- poſlible; the intelligent and unbiaſsd Reader 
if the — have a ſhort and comprehenſive View of 
'e NO the Irrelevancy of our Adverſary's Plea (for 
ich is making void an unalterable Privilege of the 
| then Goſpel-Church, fixed and compleat as to all 
hurch J her Laws, Order, and Policy) from theſe fol- 
lowing Grounds, fo unſuitable to his Aim and 
Purpoſe : Such as, (1.) From God's veſting the 
fairly } Dignity of the Prieſthood in the Firſt-born of 
the Family, before the Giving of the Law. (2.3 
d 2. | From God's appointing the Tribe of Levi to be 
hers his Miniſters to the Children of T1/rae/ bis choſen 
eon | People. (3.) From God's ſending forth ſome 
that, | Men, whom heendowed with the Gift of Pro- 
chers phecy, toweveal hisMind and Will to the Church 
Paß at that Time, whoſe State and Ordinances were 
adobe changed. (4.) From God's ſending ſorth, 
vet in the Dawning of the Neu- Teſtament Diſpen- 
or f fation, John the Baptiſt, to be the Forerunner, 
Our to prepare the Way of our Lord and Saviour 
eſus Chriſt. (5. ) From the 22 of our Lord 
ight; eſus into the World, in the Fulneſs of Time, in 
nted purſuance of the "eternal and grand Contract be- 
ular tween the Father and the Son, to fulfil the Pro- 
aan: | hecies, and accompliſh the Promiſes, that went 

before of his Coming; to fulfil and abrogate all the 
from Types that di — * bim, as the only one 
1 and great Sacfifice, to be once offered, to perfect 
of for ever them that are ſanttified. (6.) From 
dave Chriſt's appointing ſome of his Followers to be 
her, his Miniſters to the People of the Fes, to fit 
* and prepare them to be put into a New-Teſta- 

ment Cuche. (7-) From our —— 
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ſending out (aſter his Aſcenſion) ſome unto the 
extraordinary Offices, which were only tempo- 
rary, ſuch as, of Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evange- 
liſts, for the Diſſemination , of Goſpel- light, and 
the Erecting of the Chriſtian Church among 
the Gentile Nations: We ſay, how weak and 
imaginary the Strength of the Arguments deduced 
from the above Grounds is, for the invalidating, 
or making void a Divine Inſtitution in a fixed 
and conſtitute State of the Church under the 
New Teſtament, we leave to the Conſideration 
of the unprejudiced. | | 

We think it not very ſtrange to find this Man 
oppoling us, and all ſound orthodox Prote- 
Rants, aſſerting the Divine Inſtitution of this 
Point in Controverſy ; when we find him daring 
to gainſay (in an interpretative Way the holy 
Spirit ſaying in the Word, Te. ſpall not be Loras 
over God's Heritage : But this Man boldly tells 
us as much near the Cloſe of his Book; but it 
ſhall be, that be with his Fraternity, affecting 
Preheminence in the Kirk, ſhall lord it over 
God's Heritage, . | 


SECTION II. 


AVING, in the forme Section, briefly 
vindicated theſe Sacred Texts, commonly 
adduced by all ſound W for the Proof of 
23 Election, from the falſe Jeſuitical Gloſſes 
xed on them by this Writer; we thought it 
roper to throw, into a ſecond Section, what we 
Faq further to remark on theſe Pages of his 
Pamphlet, ſo much ſtained and polluted with 
unchriſtian Raillery and Ridicule. And = beg 
eave 


* 


| ( W. p, . 
eave to ſay, Of all the Popiſh and Prelatick Daz 


ctors that ever liſted Pen againſt this great Truth, 
one of the chief or principal Part of a true 
Presbyterian Conſtitution, this Author appears 
to be the moſt virulent and ſhameleſs ; for, even 
while pretending to be a Miniſter of this 
Church, and ſworn to its Conſtitution, he's 
neither aſhamed nor yet afraid to pull down with 
Axes and Hammers the beautiful and carved Work 
of the Lord's Houſe; and to give the Signal 
from Pulpit and Preſs to all his Aſſociates, crying 
as it were with a haughty Air, Raze Rase ; 
and copying after theſe eruel Watchmen in Song 
v. 7. he is pleaſed to treat the Poor of Chrilt's 
Flock very inhumanely ; firſt, in ſiniting them 
with the Stones of heavy Reproaches and crneZ 


 Mockings, as in Heb. xi. 36. and then in wound- 


ing their good Name and Chriſtiarf Character 
with the vileſt Accuſations: And to add unto his 
crimſon Guilt, nothing will ſatisfy, unleſs they 


are robb'd of their Vail of Divine Rights and 


Privileges, purchaſed for them and gifted to them 
by the dear Redeemer, both for Protection and 
rnament ; exemplifying, as one would think 

in the whole of his Conduct, what is recorded 
in Acts xx. 29, 30. For I know this, that after 
my departing ſpall grievous Wolves enter in a- 
mong you, not ſparing the Flock, &c. And tho? 
he's pleaſed with a confident Air to tell us, That 
the Scope of his Performance is to juſtify a moſt 

laring Piece of DefeRion, the late Act anent 
ettling of vacant Pariſhes ; yet we are perſwaded 
that the ſaid unhallowed Act,embracing in its Bo- 
ſom the State-Patronage, is not unlike the pom- 
pous Altar from u ds a Kings xvi. 2 


— 


4 
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Tet up in the Lord's ade. to the Diſhonour of 
his glorious Name, the Offence and Grief of his 
poor ſighing People, and to the drawing down 
of heavieſt Vengeance and deſolating Judgment 
on this ſinful Nation; and the ſaid Act (as might 
eaſily be made appear from its complex Nature 
and Tendency) being originally Anzichriſtian, 
and a Part of the Romiſp Conſtitution, muſt, as 
one would think, be a Piece of the Beaſt's J. 
mage and Mark, recorded in Rev. xiv. 9, 10. 
And if any Man (Popiſh or Proteſtant) worſ#ip 
the Beaſt and his Image, and receive his Mark 
in his Forehead, or in his Hand; v. 10. The 
ſame ſnall ari uk of the Wine of the Wrath of 
Goa, which is poured out without Mixture, into 
#he Cup of his Indignation; and he ſhall be tor- 
mented with Fire and Brimſtone, in the Preſence 
ef the holy Angels, and in the Preſence of the 
Lamb: And the Smoke of their Torment a- 
2 ap for ever and ever, &c. Every Word, 
ing more emphatick than another, appears, as 
it were, brim-full of Vengeance againſt all ſuch 
who not only receive this curſed Mark openly 
and N in their Forehead, but allo a- 
ainſt thoſe who more refinedly, latently, ob- 
curely and practically receive it in their Hand. 
With what pale Faces may our Patronage-ad- 
vocates, Accepters and Buyers of Popiſh Pre- 
ſentations, pale look on ſuch awful Texts ! Sure, 
their fi Leaf dDiſtinctions will vaniſh intoSmoke, 
before the fiery Heat of ſuch terrible Threatnings. 
And tho* ſome may poſlibly judge this Charge 
too heavy, yet we fear tis no heavier than true; 
eſpecially if it can be inſtructed, as has been un- 
anſwerably doe, in ſeveral Writings, both before, 
| ; an 
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and ſince the Commencement of %the ſaid Act, 
that thereby Chriſt's Headſhip is wounded; a 


new legiſlative Power ereted ; the State- 
patronage eſtabliſhed ; an Ecclefiaſtick Patro- 
nage framed,fand new-modeled ; the Lord's People 
robb'd of their juſt and undoubted Rights; and a 
Sett of Men vefted with them, who,by the Laws 
of the Redeemer's Kingdom, have forfeited their 
Right to ſuch ſpiritual Privileges ; Hirelings and 
Men of dangerous Principles obtruded ; $:202y 
introduced, Accepters of ſome Preſentations be- 
ing obliged to pay for cach Preſentation abqut 
200 Merks; great Numbers of opprefled Pari- 
mes rent and fcattered; this poor Church di- 
vided ; Cenſures for Non-ſubmiſſion threatned, 
and inflicted ; many Souls ſtarv'd; the Church 
debauched; corrupt Men encouraged ; and theſe 


of found Principles, and tender Practices, barred 


out ; with many more Evils we cannot now 
mention. 5 

While this Author, forſaking the Path of ail 
found Writers, is pleaſed, without a Bluſh, and 
with matchleſs Confidence, poſitively to deny 
that the Chriltian People have any Right to call 
or chuſe their own Paſtors; One may jultly 
muſe what could have induced him to act ſuch a 
Part againſt it, and make ſo bold a Stand for ab- 
jured Patronages, eſpecially ſince there cannot be 
one Presbyterian Divine or ſound Proteſtant 
Writer condeſcended on, in any Age, as favou- 
ring his Poſition. It cannot be the Force of 
Scripture-evidence that moved him; for a Man 
can ſcarce read theſe clear and ſtrong Proofs, ab- 
ſtract from all Gloſſes whatſomever, but he 
muſt be convinced that wy ſaid Right belongs — 
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the People: Nor can it proceed from the Sen- 
timents of the Primitive Churches and Fathers, 
nor from General Councils and National Con- 
ſeſſions of Faith; for all theſe are expreſly, and 
beyond all rational Contradiction, againſt him, 


Or whether it is, that the late grievous Act of 


Aſſembly for planting vacant Churches, may the 
more conſiſtently be defended, or that the Force 
of Romiſb and Prelatick Arguments againſt this 
Truth, has, with ſome dazzling Evidence, made 
him cry, with theſe in Acts xii. 22. The Voice of 
God, and not of Man; we ſhall not determine: 
However it is, this Eccleſiaſtick Champion, with 
his long Spear of Banter, his ſharp Sword of So- 

hiſtical Reaſoning, and his ſtrong Coat of Mail of 


uman Authority, is not afraid, with a lofty Air of 


ſupercilious Diſdain, to advance againſt whole Ar- 
mies of renowned Warriors; and one would think 


he had been at Pains to drain Rowe's Treaſury, 


and to empty her Arſenal of her Club-law Wea- 


- Pons, and other ſacred Artillery, with no other 


religious View than to ſtorm and demoliſh one 
of the impregnable Forts of our glorious Refor- 
mation: Yet, when he has done his utmoſt, 
and borrowed the ſtrongeſt of B:ſan's, Bellar- 
mine's and Sage's Arguments (after whom he 


exactly copies) and exerted his Skill in miſrepre- 


ſenting ſome Orrhogoxy Writers, and in forcing 
the holy Scriptures, by his perverſe Way of 
Gloſſing, to father his Hererodox Notions, his 
Succeſs, - nevertheleſs, is juſt as glorious as that 
of ſome poor Lunatick, who, in his Madneſs 
and Folly, attempting to ſtorm a Caſtle, is plea- 
ſed, for Want of better Weapons, to thunder 
againſt it with Handfuls of Mire and Dirt; and, 


having 
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having thus © pry it, thinks it 'Time to go 
off in Triumph, boaſting of fo great an At- 
chievement. 

Some, poſſibly, may be curious to know this 
Man's A Quarrel, and what theſe Crimes are 
wherewith he charges us, and for which he makes 
lo great a Clamour and Outcry? We anſwer, 
15 Becauſe, after many Years Oppreſſion and 

iltreſs, we did at length petition, in a humble 
and regular Way, That Means might be uſed by 
the Aſlembly for eaſing our Conſciences of the 
heavy Yoke of Patronage. 24%, That the Act 
of Parliament 1719 might be better improven, 
and Accepters of Preſentations diſcouraged. 
34%, Thar the Overture, now a ſtanding Act, 
might be laid aſide, 4rh/y, Becauſe we enume- 

rate a few of the ſowre Fruits and bitter Ettects 
of Patronage, now plainly homologate by the 
ſaid Act. 5 %, Becauſe we complain, That not 
a few in this Church do too far ſubmit to Era- 
ſtian Encroachments; accept of, and, as we 
hear, pay for, Preſentations. Gh, Becauſe we 
repreſent how much we are expoſed to the Rage 
and barbarous Uſage of ſome Patrons, for not 
ſubmitting, over the Belly of all Light, to the 
Miniltry of obtruded Hirelings. 7th, Becauſe 
we have the Impudence to aflert the Divine 


Right of 1 :leftion, and. claim it as an un- 
E 


ment; a Principle inlaid and interwoven with the 
true Presbyterian Conſtitution. 8, That we 
humbly repreſent the Wrongs done the bleſſed 
Redeemer, in his Sovereignty and Headſhip 
over his Church, in the late perſecuting Reigns ; 
and complain, that no Act recognoſcing = 

me 
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alienable i; left us in the Redeemer's Teſta- 
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ſame was ever made ſince the Revolution. 
9thly, Becauſe we alledge, and prove (and, alas! 
it is more and more evident) that, by the preſent 
Acts made, and tyrannical Courſe and Meaſures 
now uſed, the Redeemer's Royal Prerogatives 
are invaded, and his Crown laid in the Duſt. 
| Lothly, That his glorious and ſupreme Godhead 
was impugned, and in a Senſe denied, by that 
r unhappy Man Smſon; and that his mon- 
. ſtrous unheard-of | Blaſphemy, after much 

Wrangling and great Sttrugle, was paſſed onl 
with a Sentence of Suſpenſion ; which Conduct 
mov' dia ſhining Light, now in Glory, to offer 
his Proteſt, alledging, He ſaw the Glorious Re- 
deemer panneled at their Bar, and nb fair 
Juſtice done him. I Ithiy, Becauſe we repre- 
ſent how much our Souls are in Danger of be- 
ing poiſoned and ruined with the Arrian and 
Arminian Herefy. 12thiy, How much the Do- 
Etrine of free Grace was wounded in condemning 
the Marrow. 1537hly, That we complain of 
ſome erroneous and blaſphemous Books lately 
emitted, particularly by Mr. Campbell at St. An- 
drews. 14thly, Becaule we requelt, that the 
Laws made againſt abounding Immoralities may 
be put in Execution: And, to add no more, 
that we repreſented Matters not with that Hu- 
mility and Decorum which became us, uſing on- 
ly the ordinary Presbyterian Stile, Un7o the Right 
Barons &c. and perhaps not addreſſing our- 
ſelves to him and his Friends in a more digni- 
fying Strain, For theſe and. the like unpardo- 
nable Crimes, his Reverendſh1p is pleaſed to 
claſs us with Socinians, Deiſts, and Freethink- 
ers, and to rank us among the Thieves and 
8 1 | Bo Rogues 
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Rogues in Drury- lane, as may be ſeen in his laſt 
three Pages. In ſhort, all the dignified Clergy, 
with their Underlings in late perſecuting Reigns, 
were, in Compariſon of this Gentleman, only 
ſo many filly Dunces in the beautiful Art of 
Sophiſtry and Raillery. For a Swatch of his 
Skill, look but to his gth Page, where, ſpeaking 
of the Sixty repreſenting Miniſters (as he num- 
bers them) alledged by him, through a great 
Miſtake, to be the Compilers of our Papers, 


he is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf thus, © —Now, 


ce that ſuch ſhould enjoy their . in the 
& Church (4 Popiſp Prelatick Term) and in 


cc the mean Time, as ſo many Ætnas and Ve- 
e ſuwviuſes, ſpue out all the fiery Invectives 
© that Ill- nature can invent, — is inconſiſtent 
cc ith common Honeſty.” Another we have 


of a Piece with this in Page 74. when ſpeaking 
to the People, he tells us, That by fixing the 


© Right of Election in the People, is to put a 


& Sword in their Hands to execute all Manner 
© of Cruelty and Maſſacres on ſuch as differ 
ce from them.” What can exceed this fine Dia- 
let? The lilly Phariſees, tho? zealous Defen- 
ders of human Traditions, and the unhallowed 
Acts of their Sa»hedrim or General Aſſembly, 
are by far excelled by this Reverend and accom- 
pliſhed Gentleman ; for, while they termed the 
People Curſez, they wanted his Religion and 
Zeal to brand their Fellow-teachers, namely, a 
diſlenting Brother, Nicodenmss, with ſuch a De- 
ſignation. | 

As to the Author of this Performance under 
Conſideration, we were very near {lipping into 


2 Miltake (tho', doubtleſs there have been 


rea- 
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ter ones). * think he was ſome Romiſh 
2 intending to ſet the Clergy and ro 
People by the Ears, and to blow the lame with s, 
the Bellows of Ridicule and Raillery; but, ſince raff 
we heard he is a Miniſter of this Church, hea- tain 
ding a certain Faction againſt the People, and the moſ 
honeſt Part of the Miniſtry, our Surpriſe was ding 
the more increaſed, that any Man, under a | a D 
Presbyterian Cloke, ſhould pannel Presbyterian hurt 
Principles at Ant ichriſts Bar, and in a cruel the 
Manner execute them in the very Boſom of this Ir 
Church, once a renowned Sanctuary for injured a Cc 
Truths : Since therefore he is a Prieſt, and mult Reſt 
be buſied in the Work of Sacrificing, at leaſt in 2nd 
a moral Senſe, let him with all our Heart, and 8 repr 
more to his Honour, repair to Autichriſt's Fold, ber ( 
* e he ſhall not mils to find large Store of 
i Errors, ang. old grown Blaſphemies, to ned 
| bis Hands, perhaps, during Life; nor ſhall | 2uci; 
beet to go over Sea, travelling afar, to find Cone 
1em, ſo long as he "reſides in this Mar ned « 
zut by ve, Means ſhould he be ſo cruel as ſtand 
1 to embrew h 3 Al in wc ingot ood ted C 

recious Tru rk ry of 
Bon, that has, like che poor Man's one | eithe! 
mb, been fo long nouriſhed in this Church, ned e 
tho? indeed often threatned, by the Powers of ever 
che Earth, and grudged a peaccable Relidence by Com 
Fen, Clergymen, how nothing leſs would ſhoul 
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or a Compliment. to Rome, than the II or 

'of the Lord's eritage. and u 
TWaving to remark on any Part of his Pamph- be m 
let, but where is, bf addreſſes himſelf to us, and Hou 
13 our Teſtimony ; We beg Leave to ſay, Delis 


t, were it ſtript of its Prelatick Dreſs, remo 
ground 


* 


ted Oppreſſions: 


1 7 
zroundleſs Cavils, Miſrepreſentations, falſe Gloſ- 
es, Quirks and Quibbles, Witticiſms and einba- 

raſſing Queries, an 8vo Page might probably con- 
tain it: And, ſince a Task of this Nature is al- 
moſt as hard to manage, without, perhaps, offen- 
ding a nice and modeſt Reader, as to rake into 
a Dunghil, and not moleſt Byitanders with its 


* hurtful and unſavoury Steems, we reſolve to be 


the ſhorter in all our Anſwers and Remarks. 

In the Beginning of his Work, be lays down 
a Conceſſion, clothed with fuch Limitations and 
Reſtrictions, as he cannot find in our Teſtimony 
and Conduct, namely, That People may 
repreſent to the Fudicatories of the Church, 
ber Corruptions and Errors, in order to a Re- 


formation; but, that they are to be well infor- 


med as to theſe Errors, and to teſtify in the moſt 
autiſul Reſpett and Manner. Anſw. The 
Conceſſion is true; but theſe Practices, complai- 
ned of in out Papers, have proteeded, notwith- 
ſtanding of many Remonſtrances, and after repea- 
And, it would feem by the 
Treatment our Teſtimony met with, we bave 
either been too modeſt, or the Matters complai- 
ried of, were not at all culpable. But, what- 
ever is the Caſe, *tis exceeding ſtrange, that the 
Complaint of above 1600 Souls, in a Church, 
ſhouid not be in the Ikaſt noticed or regarded. 
If our Complaint to the Aﬀembly is groundleſs 
and unjuſt, then Reaſon would ſay, ic ought to 
be made appear that it is ſo, and the Church 
ſhould have endeavoured, in Purſuance of a great 
Delign and Duty of the miniſterial Office, to 
remove theſe Scruples we had fo gronndleſly 
conceived ; and, if the Complaint wes juſt, one 
P vou 


42 ) | 
would think it was not ſo very much below an Aſ- 
ſembly, to have conſidered them a little, and remo- 
ved the Grounds, and ſatisfied the Complainers. 
But, ſeeing we were anſwered, neither by way 
of Redreſs nor by way Advice, what doth his 
fair Conceſſion avail us? and to what Purpoſe 
laid he it down? True, he talks, as if the Aſſem- 
bluy had been petted at the Harſhneſs of ſome few 
Expreſſions in our Adareſ, and therefore would 
not anſwer it ; but, how agreeable is this to the 
Character he gives them ? and how meanly does 
this look of Men, whom he calls the beſt and 
moſt learned in the World? 2. As for the Li- 
- Mitations of his Conceſſion, he has not yer in- 
ſtructed wherein they are tranſgreſſed, or yet 
intrenched upon by us: Nor did the Committees, 
in whoſe Hands our Papers were lodged, im- 
Pugn, or yet refuſe, any the leaſt Grievance there- 
in repreſented ; tho? indeed they refuſed to tranſ- 
mit them to the Aſſembly, as they alſo did the 


ſters and Ruling Elders, without giving one ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon for their Refuſal. 

In the ſame Page he tells us, The Scope of bis 
Performance is to ſhew we have no juſt Ground 
20 complain of the late Att of Aſſembly, with 


we miſtake not, he has miſſed his Scope, and 
ruined his Cauſe, ſuch as it is, both at once, 
when in his Humble Enquiry, p. 7. he plainly 
lodgeth the Divine Right of Eledion in the Pres- 
bytery, contrary to the Act he intends to plead 
for, which fixeth it in Heritors and Elders, ex- 
cluſive both of Presbytery and People. And, if 


this Reverend Advocate be able to ſhew, in a 
| * 


Repreſentation of a Reverend Body of Mini- 


Reſpect ro the Election of Mimſters. But, if 


= 
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Conſiſtency with his own declared Poſition, 
quo jure the foreſaid Right can be transfer- 
red on Heritors and Elders,” as ſuch, excluſive 
of all others, he ſhall be a Reconciler of Con- 
tradictions. 

Page 4. He alledges, That the Text, Ho. ii. 
2. Cited by us, is not a ſufficient Ground for our 


Conduct, Becauſe the Remnant in Iſrael aid 


220t plead with that Church, until ſhe became Ido- 
latrous, and was divorced. Anſw. Then ſure- 
ly he deſtroys his own Conceſſion, which bears 
no ſuch Reſtriction, or at leaſt retracts the one 


Half he fo liberally granted. 2. The Text, we 


conceive, not only warrands to plead with a 
Mother for removing, but for preventing, a Di- 
vorce, the one Duty ſuppoſing the other; as 


the Duty of relieving the Poor doth very well 


preſuppoſe our Duty of preventing, to our ut- 
molt, their Diſtreſs and Poverty. 3. Why may 
not the Children of a proud imperious Mother, 
fo far diſloyal and forgetful of her loving Hus- 
band, as to tamper with ſtrange Lovers, inva- 
ding his legiſlative Power and Authority, impo- 
ſing on the Children and honeſt Servants of the 
Family, with Rigour and Severity, Laws of her 
own deviſing, and threatning to ſhut out of 
Doors, all ſuch as cannot or dare not ſubmit to 
her Adts and Cuſtoms, directly ſtriking at the 
awful and amiable Authority of their great Lord 
and Father; We ſay, Why may not even Chil- 
dren, in ſuch a Cafe, plead with their Mother, 
that, if poſſible, ſhe may be brought to a right 
Mind, and her hateful Practices, which may 
ſhortly terminate in a Divorce, effectually {topt 2 

a This, 


e 
This, no doubt, being conſiſtent with the royal 
Law of Liberty, proves often a bleſſed Mean o 

preſerving the Honour of an injured and affron- 
ted Father, of maintaining the Peace and Credit 


of a wanton and fooliſh Mother, and for exone- 


ring the opprefled Children. 

le tells us, We ought to have the Honour and 
Peace of the Church much at Heart. Anſfay. 
A chaſt Mother will never reckon it her Diſcre- 


dit, that the Children vindicate their Father's 


Honour; tho! a Sett of haughty unfaithful Ste- 
wards, lording it over both Mother and Chil- 
dren, and beating their Fellow- ſervants, who can- 


not join in Confederacy with them, have nothing 


more in their Mouths than Peace, Peace; and, 


when petition'd by the Children for a Redreſs of 


Wrongs, are ready to throw the Door on their 
Teeth, reproaching and threatning them, alled- 
ging they lay Claim to a Legacy that neyer was 
in their Father's Teſtament, whatever former In- 
terpreters of it were pleaſed to ſay to the contrary. 

2. No chaſt Mother; but one of a whoriſh Diſ- 
poſition, will upbraid the Children, while ex-, 
peeling 2 zealous Concern for their Father's 

aws and Prerogatives; but rather will be ready 
to cover with the Mantle of Love and Meek- 
neſs, any childiſh Infirmity, or want of Deco- 
rum, that may poſſibly be obſerved in their Way 
of Addreſs. 

Page 4. He forms againſt us a very black Libel, 
ſtuff d with the heavieſt Crimes, Ton treat, 
ſays he, your ſpiritual Rulers, in a moſt inſul- 
ting and contemptnous Manner, and aiſcover a 
guarrelling Humour, a violent and turbulent Spi- 
rit, giving it Vent by a Tongue filled with Ve- 
uon 


— 


nom, and à Pen dipped in the moſt bitter and 
blackeſt Gall: And, to ſupport this Charge, he 
cites out of our Papers thele Words, where we 
complain, * That ſuch Laws and Acts are now 
c made and a-making, as ſtrike at, wound and 
ce ſubvert the Conſtitution of Chrilt's Church; 
ce ſhut the Goſpel-door of entring the Lord's 
c Houſe; open a Window of human Contri- 
cc vance, for Acceſs to Thieves and Robbers. ?? 
Anſw. He mult be a ſtrange Chymiſt, that can 
extract out of any one Syllable of theſe. Words, 
either Venom or Gall; and as dull a Divine, 
that cannot diſtinguiſh between intentio operis 
andoperantis. To ſhew the evil Nature and Ten- 
dency of Actions is one Thing; and to reflect on 


Perſons, as evil and wicked, is another: Jab op- 


poſed and inveighed againſt Davia's evil Pur- 
poſe and Action of numbring the People; yet 
no Body was ſo unreaſonable, as to ſay, he in- 
ſulted his Superior. 2. In theſe Words, cited by 
him, we only enumerate a few of the woſul and 
bitter Fruits of Patronage and the Overture, u- 
ſing them as Motives and Arguments to prevail 
upomour Judges; than which, nothing is more 
uſual in repreſenting of Grievances. 3. If our 
Libeller's Neck had been under our Yokes, he 
would, perhaps, have expreſſed himſelf in ſtrong- 
er Terms: And, tho” it is true, that Oppreſſion 
makes even a wiſe Man mad; yet, for all his Fi- 
{hing, he's able to diſcover nothing in our Teſti- 
mony, but Words of Truth ad Soberneſs, 
4. When we conſider that the Aſſembly. 1732, 
whom we ſupplicate, had neither before the pre- 
ſenting of our Papers, made theſe Acts, complai- 
ned of by us, nor yet had turned the Overture into 
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a ſtanding Act, until our ſaid Papers were off the 
Field, we're truly aſtoniſhed at this Libeller's un- 
reaſonable Confidence, in charging us with in- 
ſulting our Rulers, eſpecially while we had Ground 
to think, the major Part of this Church were 
as much againſt theſe Acts as we. 5. 'Theſe 
quarrelled Paſſages are almoſt the expreſs Words 
of our Books of Diſcipline, of many ſound Wri- 
ters, and of the holy Scriptures alſo. 6. It be- 
ing a Matter of Confeſſion with us, and that before 
a 3 we durſt not prevaricate, but give 
Antichriſt's Laws and Cuſtoms their due Names; 
eſpecially when we heard a Faction in the 
Miniſtry, was threatning their Introduction. 
7. One cannot well miſs to obſerve this Gentle- 
man's ſtrong Affection and Charity to poor Pa- 
 Zronage, a lilly Stranger from old Rome, of no 
mean Birth and Lineage, the Offspring of Ba- 
bylon the Great, that could never meet with that 
Entertainment in this frozen Climate, among 
weſtern Heriticks, ſuitable to its Digovitv, ex- 
cepting in the lucid Intervals of Apoſtacy and 
Defection : We ſay, his Regard to it is plainly 
ſo great, that, amidſt his great Peunry of Argu- 
ments for its Defence, the's forced to uſe againſt us 
Tertullus's Weapons againſt Paul, Acts ii. 4, 5, 
6. For wwe have found this Man a peſtilent Fel- 
low, a Mover of Sedition, a Ringleader 
of the Sect of the Nazarenes, who alfo hath gone 
about to prophane the Temple. 
His 2d Ground, Page 5. is juſt as weak as 
the former, where he cites us, ſaying, in our 
larger Paper, That there are a great many in 
this Church 4o ftrenuoufly concur with the 


ereſent Eraſtian Encroachments, QC. * 
| Se- 


* 


1 1 
Seeing the Juſtneſs of our Complaint is too no- 
tour to be denied, we muſe what he would infet 
from it, as a Ground of his Libel. Will he fay, 
That our complaining of Thieves and Robbers, 
that obtrude themſelves on Pariſhes where ſome 
of us are concerned, is an inſulting of our Rulers ; 
or, becauſe many of them creep up to the Bench 
as Judges of our Complaints, who ought rather, 
by the Rules of Chriſt's Houſe, to ſtand Pannels 
at the Bar; mult we grone with Silence under 
Oppreſſion, leſt for their Sake we be hiſſed at, 
as Men of turbulent Spirits? then we may bid 
farewel to Liberty, and ſubmit to Slavery. 

After he has libelled us, he's pleaſed, P. G. 
"a Þ. in his great Charity, to fall a praying beth for 
20 us and againſt us, in the Words of Jacob, Gen. 


2 xlix. 6. O my Soul, come not thou into their Se- 
hat cret, &c. and in the Words of our Saviour, 
ng Luke xxiii. 34. Father, forgive them, &c. But 
2. to what Purpoſe theſe Divine Prayers are thus 
nd abuſed and waſted, let the Impartial determine. 
nly {| *Tis very obvious, that the Reaſon and Occaſi- 
zu- on of both theſe Prayers was Cruelty, Eccleſia- 
us ſtick Tyranny, Perſecution and Oppreſſion, ſo 
55 much complain'd of by us in our Papers ; and 
eh how appolite theſe Texts are for his unhallowed 


ger Cauſe, let any One judge. If we may preſume” 


ee to gueſs at the Import of his Prayer from the 
Nature and Scope of his Liþel, it muſt, in plain 

as Engliſh, run thus, Seeing there is a Sett of 
ur Chriſtians among 1s, who dare to make ſo bots 
n a Stand for the Redeemer's ſupreme Godhead, 
be Heaaſpip and Sovereignty, the Freedom of his 
W, Kingdom, and the Rights and Liberties of his 
de- Subjetts, in Oppoſition to Arrians, — S, 
| a- 
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ll, gou, Brethren, mark them which caufe 
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Fraſtians, and the preſent laudable Act, Patron 
nages aud Prelentations, now, byubuman Au- 
rhority, made the Royal Entry to the Lord's 
Houſe, and who are pleaſed to term, in their in- 
temperate Zeal, all who enter in thereat Thieves 
ang Robbers ; let ſuch a Sett of poor Ignorants 
be pitied and pardoned ; but, O my Soul, enter 
not thou into their Secret, Ec, To the like 
Purpoſe, he cites 1 77m. v. 19. Againſt an El- 
der receive not an Accuſation, but before Two or 
Three Witneſſes. An. None are accuſed by us 
but before a Thouſand Witneſſes, yea, their own 
Writings, Acts, and Doings bearing ſufficient 
Teſtimony againſt them. | 

As another Argument, he tells us, We have had 


our Converſion —— by the faithful Miniſtry off 


this Church's Paſtors. Anſav. It is not of taith- 
ful and honeſt Paſtors we complain ; but, tho? it 
were ſo, may not an honeſt Man happen to fall 
into ſome particular diſhoneſt Actions, which 


may amount to be juſt Ground of Complaint ? 


Being yet in a libelling Humour, be asks, If 
« Pride and Arrogance have fo far gained on us, 
« as to poſſeſs the Seat of the Scornful, and 
ce from thence to abuſe, cenſure and condemn our 


“ ſpiritual Rulers?” Anſw. If by Rulers he 


underſtands obtruded Hirelings, Simſoni ams and 
Arminianizing Haranguers, we not only refute 
ſuch to be our ſpiritual Rulers, but reject them 
as ſpiritual Robbers, affd Conſpirators againſt Je- 
ſus Chriſt, his 'Truths, Intereſt and Peoples as 
we are well warranted by the Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture, Phil. iii. 2. Beware of Dogs, beware 
of evil Workers. Rom. xvi. 17. Now I beſeech 
107- 


ſons 
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fiens and Offence, contrary to the Doltrind 
mwhich ye Hage learned, and avoid them. John 
x. 5. A Stinger will they not follvw, but 
wilt flee from him. 2 John 10. there come 
any unto you, and bring not this Doftrine, re- 
ceive him not into your Houſe, neither bid him 
God ſpeed. 2. We would ask, If Error, Ty- 
ranny and Pride have ſo far enſlaved him and 
his Aſſociates, as to mount Antichriſt's Chair, 
and from thence, by vertue of their own Autho- 
rity, to enact Laws, and frame Acts, cenſuring 
faithful Miniſters, and excommunicating the 
Lord's People, who dare not, in Diſloyalty to 
Jeſus Chriſt, give their Ames unto them; cut- 
ting and carving at Plealure in the Matters of the 
2 , and veſting whom they think fit with the 


poils of Chriſt's Flock ;. and, when humbly ad- 


dreſſed, frowning us away with a Begone, ye are 


in Feſt, poſſeſſing the Seat of the *Scornful? 


This Man thinks fit to uſe the old Cant, not 
quite out of Faſhion yet among the Lord's Ene- 
mies; We find in Acts xxiii. 2. our Libeller's lof- 
ty Query thrown in Paul's Face, Revileſt thou 
God's High Prieſt? And the ſame Dialect made 
Ule of by perſecuting Prelates, and their Undet- 
lings, againſt the Lord's faithful Witneſſes. 

Again, as if he were for torturing Words to 
aggravate our Crimes, he tells us, e arraign; 
aud ummerciſully condemn, Miniſters and ꝓudi- 
catories for invading the Rights of Chriſt's Sub- 
Jets; and, in our intemperate Zeal, ſummon 
them before our popular Tribunals. Anſ. 'Fhat 


the Rights of Chriſt's Subjects are indeed inya- 
ded, and their ſpiritual Privileges, the Fruit of 


the Redeemer's Purchaſe, in a violent Manner 
G takeri 
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taken from them, is ſo undeniable, and evident 


both from the late Act, the preſent Way of ſup- 

lying vacant Pariſhes, and fro 
Pamp lets, Sc. that they muſt want both Eyes 
who de not ſee it. 2. When our former Di- 
ſtinction between Perſons and Things is duly 
conſidered, we frankly own, that in a Way of 
diſcretive Judgment, tho? not by any juridical 
Power, we in our Papers did, and hereby again 
do, condemn, ſummon and arraign the Acts, and 
other Evils complained of, not at our popular 
Bar, but at the Tribunal of the holy Scriptures, 
erected by Zion's King, whereat the Decrees 


and Doctrines of Men or Angels are all to be 


tried, examined and judged. And, fince in his 
Title- page he is pleaſed to cite againſt us, Mar. 
xv. 19. Teaching for Doftrines the Commana- 
ments of Men ; one of the patteſt Texts that 
could have been pitch'd on for cutting the Throat 
of his Cauſe; We are well ſatisfied the Cauſe he 
pleads be arraign'd at the Bar of this Sacred Text; 
and, if it happens to be condemn'd, as wanting 


the Stamp of Divine Authority (which its very 


4A 


Compilers durſt never yet plead) then, we hope, 
he'll ſo far prefer Divine Authority to that which 


final Condemnation. 3. Would it not be recko- 


ned a very ſenſleſs Story, ſuppoſing a covetous 


Clergyman,ambitious of Honour and Preferment, 
had been in Balaams Saddle, and on his Journey 
to rob the Lord's People of their Father's Dang 
and Legacy, and the filly Aſs, in a ration 

Manner, had humbly rebuked his Folly and 


Madneſs ; would it not, we lay, have been 4 


his pitiful 


Is uy human, as to ſay Amen with us to its 


L 


| A | 
leſs in him to have ibelted his friendly Monitor, 
as ſummoning him to its brutal Tribunal ? 
Then, 5. 18. as if he were wearied of our 
Society, and chus'd rather to be a Paſtor. to 
Cattle than to Chriſtians, he adviſes us, I we 
know of a better Church, to repair to it. Anf. 
His Advice for draining the Kingdom of Subjects, 
and the Church of Chriſtians, looks not ſo very 
friendly to either Kirk or State: However, ſince 
he thinks Flitting, in the preſent Situation, ſo ve- 
ry advilable, and appears ſo highly offended at 
our Non-ſubmiffion to his Yokes, he's welcome 
to take the Advice to himlelf, and repair to ſome 
Church, where poſſibly he'll meet with more 
tractable and implicite Chriſtians: And, fince 
that Paſtors are given as a Gift to the Church, 


and not the Church to the Paſtors, his Flitting, 


rather than ours, would ſeem more natural and 
convenient. 3. If our Reformers, at this Man's 
Advice, had fled the Kingdom, dropt their Te- 
ſtimony, and ceaſed to contend againſt Anti- 
chriſt's Followers, we, their Poſterity, would 
have had but a cold Coal to blow at. 

Then he ſupports a religious Scoff with no 
fewer than Two Verſes cited at full Length out 
of Luke xiv. 28, 29. For which of you intending 
to build a Tower, &c. | | 

As in his Modeſt Enquiry he thought fit to re- 


cord his fervent Prayers; ſo here, p. 8. with 


ſome. little Oſtentation, he acquaints us of the 
Sncceſs of his and his Friends Miniſiry, and 
how many T houſanas rejoice in the Light of it. 
Anſ. When the mournſul Complaints of fo ma- 
ny honeſt Miniſters and Chriſtians, as to their 
Want of Succeſs in the Lord's Work; the me- 

G 2 lancholly 
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lancholly Suſpenſion 08 Divine Influence, and 
the holy Spirit's great Abſence from his own Or- 
dinances, are ſeriouſly ponder'd ; we fear, there is 
too much Ground to queſtion either the Truth 
of his confident Afertion, or elfe the Ground of 
bis Hearers rejoicing, ®. "0 
' He pours out his Invectives and Satyrical Ex- 

reſſions againſt us, on Account of our Mean- 


els and Poverty, as if it was the principal Cha- || 


racter of a Chriſtian to be rich; or, as if Riches 
could entitle unto, or purchaſe the grand 
Rights and Privileges of Chriſtianity : How un- 
ſavoury is ſuch a Breath! How wicked and de- 
teſtable are ſuch Thoughts! And in what 
ſtrong and awful Terms does the Holy Ghoſt 
declare agaainſt them, and expreſs his Abhor. 


Tence of them! Adds viii. 20, 21, 22, 23, Howl 


unagreeable is ſuch Manner of Speech, to the 
Doctrines and Precepts of the Goſpel, to the 
holy Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles! And, 
if there were any Reſpect of Perſons with the 
Lord, the Authorities are more for the Poor 
than for the Rich: If theſe Texts, Matth. xix. 
23, 24. —- A rich Man ſhall hardly enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27, 28. 
Not many Noble are called; Matth. xi. 5. 
The Poor have the Goſpel preached to them; 
Zeph. 3. 12. I will alſo leave in the Miaſt of 
thee, a poor and an affliffed People; Jam. ii.; 
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Hath not God choſen the Poor of this World 
rich in Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom W. 


ſay, If theſe and the like Texts had been in- 


verted, and as ftrongly affirmed of the Rich, 2: 
of the Poor, we have Reaſon to think, this 
Gentleman and his Friends would have exclu; 
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decd the Poor of the 04 from any Intereſt 


in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

He next upbraids us with the Smaltieſs of our 
Number, as if Numbers were always an Argu- 
ment of a good Cauſe, What Numbers were on 
Elijat's vide of the Queſtion, when he told the 
People, I Kings xviii. 22. J, even I only am 
left a Prophet of the Lord; but Baal's Prophets 


are 450? What Numbers had our bleſſed Lord, 


of whom it is ſaid, They all ſorſook him; or 
Saul his Servant and faithful Witneſs, who com- 
lains thus, 2 Tim. iv. 16. At my firſt Anſwer no 
Man ſtood with we; But all Men forſook me? Who 
can pretend to greater Numbers than Turk and 
Pope ? and yet both are but Antichriſtian Heads, 
warring againſt the Lamb and his Followers. Yet, 
if all the honeſt Chriftians in S$cor/and were ex- 


actly polled, it is more than probable, that nine 
of ten Parts would oppoſe his Side of the Que- 


ſtion, and adhere to ours, unleſs he ſhould have 
Recourſe to the ordinary Plea, That not Number 
of Chriſtians, but Weight of Gold, and valued 
Rents, is chiefly to be regarded ; and one malig- 
nant Nobleman or Gentleman weighed in Auti- 
chriſt's Balance (now, alas ! too muck the Ba- 
lance of Scotlaud's Sanctuary) is ſufficient, to 
weigh down many Thouſands of poor Saints and 
mean Chriſtians. 

Again, by Way of Deriſion, he tells us, We 
threaten to ereft a Church of our own, ana t0 
contribute for the Subſiſtence of Miniſters as ſhall 
accept of our Call. Anſw, What leſs could we 
do, in fuch a melancholly Situation, when a pre- 
vailing Faction in the Miniſtry thought fit to 
excommunicate, materially, from Goſpel and Seal- 
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_ -ang Ordinances, all FE Chriſtian People within 
this Church, who have not Freedom to ſubmit 
to the Miniſtry of obtruded Hirelings, in Conſe- 
quence of the iniquous and ſintul Act of Aſſem- 
. bly 1732, and of the Patronage-act fo much ho- 
mologite thereby; both which are now become, 
not only Terms of Miniſterial, but of Chriſtian 
Communion alſo, and thereby the Lord's People 
Are laid in a Level, in Point of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, with unbaptized Pagans? 
I ben, ina jeering Manner, he tells us, Ve 
wil meet with iuſuperable. Difficulties in rai- 
ſing Funds for the Support of Miniſters, unleſs 
20e have found out the grand Secret of the Phi- 
- boſopber*s Stone. Anſwv. Let him, if he can, name 
thele Wants, that All-lufficiency, believed in, can- 
not ſupply ; or yet theſe Difficulties caſting up 
in the Way of Duty, that Omnipotency, depen- 
died on, cannot maſter ; tho' mean while we can aſ- 
ure him, that his Difficulties, in warring againſt 
Jeſus Chriſt the Prince of Paſtors and To Poor 
of his Flock, ſhall be found not only inſupe- 
rable, but alſo intolerable. - 2. Whatever are 
..the Virtues of his Philoſopher's Stone, we nei- 
ther covet nor want the Secret; the rather be- 
cauſe, being better provided already, we are ful- 
ly determined, through Grace, even to be doin 
with the Chrillian's Stone, the enriching Pearl 
of great Price, whoſe Virtues are innumerable. 
His Magical Stone would better ſuit and agree 
to Simoniacal Practices, now ſo much in Vogue, 
and help bis poor mercenary Clients, in their 


bribing of Patrons, and buying of coſtly Preſen- 
Bo, He 


tations. 
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He falls next a- gueſſing from what Airth our 
two Papers had their Riſe and Spring; and bold - 
ly aflerts, They are the Offipring of ſome of the 
Malcontent repreſenting Brethren, who revi- 
ſed and licenſed them, who delight in Sander, 
and, like ſo many Etnas and Veluviuſes, ſpue out 
all the fiery Invettives that Ill nature can in- 
dent. Anſw. One may know the Lion by his 
Paw; great Pity he is not abſolute Maſter of 
Rome's tearful Anathemas. But, why are they 
and the Chriſtian People thus compared to bur- 
ning Mountains, and not rather to the burning 
Buſh, eſpecially when the hot Flames of a fiery 
Ecclefialtick Perſecution, raiſed by him and his 
Confederates, have already ſeized on its Bran- 
ches? 2. Suppoſing his Accuſation were as true 
as it is falſe, yet what Ground has he, from any 
of our Papers, thus to abule fo great a Body of 
godly Miniſters and Reverend Fathers? How- 
ever, we can aſſure him, that both our Papers 
were compoſed by ſubſcribing Chriſtian People 
allenarly, before any one Miniſter in this Church 
law them, and the Licence they received intirely 
popular; yet as truly Presbyterian, as his Pam- 
phlet is Eraſtian. 

Page lorh, He is much offended that we paſs 
by the Antinomians, excepting when we com- 


Plain of the Aſſemblies 1720, 1922, for condem- 


lng the Marrow, a Book ſtuff*4 with the groſ- 
ſeſt Principles of the Antinomians. Anſw. 
Seeing he is able to aftord no better Argument 
againſt this Book, than Bluſter and biz Words, 
one would think his Invectives might have been 
very well ſpared, till ſuch Time as he, or ſome 
tor him, had fally diſproved the Arguments 

| | writ 
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' writffo judiciouſly and ſolidly in, Defence of the 
prime fundamental Points of Faith therein-con- 
tained, and excerpted from the ſound \V ritings of 
our greateſt Reformers. 2. As we know not 
any one Point of Faith or material Doctrine 
taught and explained in the Marrow, that one 
needs ſcruple to juſtiſy; fo we are not a little 
ſurpriſed and offended, that ſome of his Friends, 
at the framing of the 8th Act of the forclaia As- 
ſembly, ſtifly reſuſed the adding of theſe two 
momentuous Words, Im putea Righteouſneſs, in 
the Buſineſs of Juſtification, tho' earneſtiy preſ- 
ſed thereto, in open Aſſembly, by ſume Reve- 
rend Members; which the Twelve Brethren 
did highly reſent, and juſtly too, in their An- 
ſwers to the 7th Query. Now, whether the; 
Marrow, which teacheth, according to Scripture, 
the Neceſſity of a Law-magnitying, imputed and 
Surety-righteouſneſs, as the Ground and Matter 
of our free Juſtification, or his Friends, who 
ſeem, at leaſt by chat Act, to refule it, are moſt 
' chargeable with Anti nomiani ſin, let the Rea- 
der judge. We are bold to affirm, That the Ser- 
mons preached by this Writer or any other Man, 
utterly devoid of the zarrowy Goſpel-rruths 
contained in that condemned Book, are no bet- 
ter than mere Skeletons, empty Shadows,or dead 
Carcaſes, and as unfit for Soul-nouriſhment, as 
light Froth or killing Poiſon. 
He tells us, The Artinomians were à Sect that 
our Aſſemblies, in the covenanting Times, much 
complainid of. Anſw, It is ſurpriſing to hear 
this Anti-Covenanter ſpeak of covenanting 
Times, unleſs it is only to ſerve a Turn, and to 
impreſs the Reader with ſtrange Notions of rhe 
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Marrow, as if condemned by eur worthy Cove- 
nanters ; Whereas he cannot inſtance one Aſſem- 


Ply-Act before 1720, or any Writer, that we. 
know of, excepting his great Gamaliel Baxter, 


that ever preſumed to condemn it: Yea, he 
may ſee the worthieſt and greateſt Divines in 
that covenanting Period, in their recommenda- 
tory Epiſtles prefixed to the Book, highly ap- 
proving 1t. Is 


Page 12th, when ſpeaking of the Authors of 


our Teſtimony, he tells us, Like ſimple Ones ue 


have given them implicite Faith, truſting them 
as Papiſts ao their Teachers. Anſw. This Ac- 
cuſation is moſt falſe and groundleſs, as may be 
ſeen in the Preface to our Papers. 2. Talk of the 


,Popiſh Doctrine of implicite Faith, and blind 


Obedience, who will, this Writer and his 
Friends may ſhut their Mouths and be filent ; 
for, what elle is the preſent Ground of Contro- 
verſy betwixt them and us, but that we cannot 
give implicite Faith and blind Obedience to their 
unjuſt Acts impoſed upon us, and the honeſt 
Part of the Miniltry, from the ſole Ground of 
their own lawleſs and abſolute Authority ? 

Next he alledges, Had we applied the laſt 
Aſfembly, in a diſcreet and humble Manner. 
a Repreſentation = never been refuſed, but 
would ot @ fair Hearing. Anſ. What fair 
Hearing got the Reverend Brethren's Repre- 
ſentation, given in at the ſame Time with ours? 
What Hearing to the Peebles Paper, given in the 
Year before ? Or, what Hearing do the number- 
leſs, and honeſt Inſtructions from Synods and 
Prgsbyteries get almoſt every Year? Are they not 
generally thrown by, as ſo many old Calt-ctouts, 
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no doubt they applied to the Aſſemblies in a very 
diſcreet and humble Manner. 2. Suppoſing the 
People had ſupplicate the Aſſembly for turning 
the Overture into an Act; for continuing and e- 
ſtabliſhing Patronages; for ſupplying of Vacancies 
with none but Accepters of Preſentations; for 
depoſing of all who ſhall dare to oppoſe ſuch 
Laws, Acts and Settlements ; for Reponing of 


Mr. Simſon to his Charge and Office of | 


Teaching ; that no ACt may be made for recog- 
noſcing the Redeemer's Headſhip; and that im- 
licite Faith, and even blind — may 
e given to all Aſſembly- acts, right or wrong: 
Suppoſing ſuch unhallowed Stuff had been the 
Matter of our Petition, we have Reaſon to think, 
this Reverend Centleman would have reckoned 
us the humbleſt and diſcreeteſt Chriſtians, perhaps 
in the World ; but, if this is the Way to be ac- 
counted truly Humble, they're much to be 
blamed that ever charged either Prelate or Pope 
with Antichriſtian Pride. 126 
He adds, That the Aſſembly would have or- 
aered ſomething to be publiſhed for----ſhewing 
the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of the Arguments 
on build the Divine Right of popular Election 
ußon. Anſ. "Tis no doubt a great Pity, that ſo 
uſeful a Piece of Generatiqn-work ſhould have 
been obſtructed by our popular Indiſcretion: 
Yet, if any ſuch vain Attempt had been made, 
they behoved either to find out a new Bible, 


or to make abſolute Authority, and the mighty 
Argument of a Vote, the Foundation of their 
Reaſoning, and of ſo mighty a Performance. 
Yea, they would had the Honour of being the 
firſt Presbyterian, or yet Proteſtant Aſſembly, 
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that ever engaged in ſo bold an Undertaking; | 


tho”, ' mean while, their Act, antiſcriptural as it 
is, imports no leſs, | 

P. 13. he lays, Had you been uſed as yon 
richly ac ſerved, he Committees had moved to 
the Aſſembly, to proceed againſt you with the 
Cenſures of the Church. Anſ. The red Flag is 
already thrown out, open War proclaimed, Ec- 
cleſiaſticx Swords drawn, and already ſheathed 
in the Bowels of both Miniſters and People, in 
excommunicating the one, and ſuſpending and 
depoſing the other, for no other Reaſon imagin- 
able than that they refuſe to yield blind Obedience 
to their ſinful Acts and Laws, and cannot be 
prevailed upon to drop a Proteſt they faithfully 
entred againſt the preſent Conſpiracy formed a- 
gainſt the Bleſſed Redeemer and his precious 
Truths. 2. He boaſts, as if the Church's Keys 


were hang'd at his and his Friends Girdle, for 


no other End,than to open theDoor to Chriſt's E- 
nemies, and ſhut it on his Children and Servants; 
but we can aſſure him, they were never, like 
Antichriſt's Keys, formed, or appointed, for ſo 

vile and Antichriſtian Ends. | 
He ſays, Ve are very confident of the Strength 
of our Arguments, Anſ. No great Wonder, 
ſeeing they are, almoſt in expreſs Words, ſo very 
ſcriptural, and ſo highly approven by whole 
Armies of the. godlielt and ſoundeſt Writers: 
And tho? his Confidence is more marvelous, in 
telling us, p. 58. That he's left us neither Shadow 
aby — for the Proof of our Right ; yet 
nevertheleſs both Shadow and Subſtance remain 
untouched ; and his borrowed Strength from 
| 1 Cax: 
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10 
Cardinals and Biſhops is no much better than 
Weakneſs itſelf. | 

He alledges, hat our ſaying we have proven 
our Divine Right to the Satisfattion of all the 
Godly, is a blotting out f the Book of Life 
all that are not of our ONuion. Anſ. This 
Way of citing Paſſages. is very unfair; for our 
Words are, to the Satisfattzon of all the Godly 
and Unprejuaiced. Now tis plain, a godly Man 
may be a prejudiced Man; and, tho? not pre- 
judiced, yet, poſſibly, from Weakneſs or Inad- 
vertency, may hardly be convinced or ſatisfied. 

P. 14. He is pleaſed to recommend to us his 
rare Piece, the Humble Inquiry, for Light and 
Information. Anſ. Some of us have read his 


Book, and his Arguments too, in Popiſh and 


Prelatick Writers, before his illuminating Pamph- 
let had its Exiſtence, and muſt ſay, The more we 
read them, the more we are convinced and ſatiſ- 
_ fied that he and they both were left to wander 
in the Mazes of Antichriſtian Darkneſs. 

P. 14. He alledges, 7 hat while we make the 
Chriſtian People the rightful Proprietors, we 
aiffer from the 6o Miniſters who diſcharge 
Settlements withour the Conſent of Elders and 
People; and from the much honoured and 
learned Gentleman, that makes Election conſiſt 
zu the Conſent of the Cougregatien and Presby- 
7ery. Anſ. This apprehendedDifference is none 
at all ; for both the Miniſters and Gentlemen do 
aſſert with us, That, as poſitive Election belongs 
to the People, ſo Ordination to the Presbytery; 
the former being ineffectual without the latter. 
For this, ſee their Enquiry into the Method, &c. 
P-. 9. and the full Vindication of the Zarb, 
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Night, p. 124. We only add, That Elders, as 
they wy Part of the People, and miniſterial 
Charge, have, no doubt, a joint Share in the 
Election aforeſaid; and this, we humbly. judge, is 
all that is meant by the Reverend Miniſters in 
their Repreſent atio. 
P. 18. and 20. He is at a Loſs to know what we 
underitand by the Chriſtian People, and yet he 
proceeds to ſne they have go Right. Can he 
or any deſcribe a Power, ſuch a Number of per- 
ſons may have or want, and not know what he 
means by theſe Perſons? He may, with as much 
Reaſon, lodge a Right or Privilege in a Non- 
entity, for a. 1 9 Subject. 1 

At length he is pleaſed to refer us to our Cate- 


chiſm, where the Chriſtian People, ſays he, as I 
rake it, are all baptiſed Perſons, profeſſing Faith 


in Feſus Chriſt, and Obedience to him. Anſ. We 
think the Deſcription very good, and are well ſa- 
tisfied. with it; for thereby all the Ignorant, 
Scandalous, and Profane, bewraying, ' openly, 


the Unſoundneſs of their Profeſſion, and that can. 


not warrantably be admitted to the Lord's Table, 
_ excluded from the Privilege of voting 
in Election of Church-Officers; and, if he 
would ſtand to this Deſcription, his trifling Que- 
ſtions, how: to ſeparate the Godly from the Un- 
godly, and if Children as well as Parents, 
Servants as well as Maſters have this Right, 
ſhould perfectly evaniſh. 
P. 19. Tho' he appears fatisfied with the 

Deſcription given of the Chriſtian People, yet 
by no Means will he allow them their foreſaid 
Right ; why ? Hereby, ſays he, 207 be intro. 
@uced Confuſions and Diſorders: Into what Di. 
2 «5 I ficulties 
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feeulties muſt we fall? On what Rocks ſall we 
Bumble? Ana, into what quick Sands ſhall we 
fink? And next to an Impoſſibility to keep them 
in Order, and hard to bring them into one Place. 
Anſ. What ſtrange and inſuperable Difficulties! 
Every Midge. a Mountain, in the plain Way of 
commanded Duty ; and the Fall of a Leaf, like 
the Roaring of a Lion ! None of all the Church's 
Pilots, while ſteering by the Compaſs of Divine 
Revelation, ever had much Reaſon to complain, 
even in the moſt diſtreſſing Storms; whereas they 
who ſteer'd their Courſe only by that of human 
Authority, and carnal Prudence, have ſplit even 
in the greateſt Calm on the fatal Rocks of Error, 


Superſtition and Idolatry, and at length were 


ſwallowed up in the pernicious Gulph of Athe- 
iſm, This Man, and his Fellow-rowers, who 
have already brought this ſinking Church into 
deep Waters, would do well to advert, leſt, 
while ſhunning chimerical Rocks, they fall into 
real ones, and be reckoned by the great Maſter- 
Pilot as Betrayers and Plunderers of his rich 
loaden Veſſel, committed to their Overſight and 
Care. They may, if they pleaſe, turn their Eyes 
to a few of many dangerous Rocks left in Record, 
for preventing their Ruin; Fer. xxiii. 1, 2. #zek. 
xliv. 10. Mal. ii. 9. Marth. xviil. 6. Rev. xxl. 19. 
24ly, If one Church ſhall not contain them, 
is It not eaſy to take them by Halves or Quarters? 
or, may not the Seſſion poll their reſpective 
Bounds ? And any one of theſe Ways, we're per- 
ſwaded, would not take the roth Part of the 
Time, that is too often ſinfully conſumed in 
determining the civil Rights of Heritors. : 
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P. 22, and 23. he arme That the Election 
of our Elders, which is not by the People, is 
more Antiſcriptural than that of Miniſters, ana 
4 greater Nullity in their Ordination; and yet 
ave have no Complaint about it. Anſ. Tho', in- 
deed, there is a great Odds between the Soul- 
hurt and Danger a Pariſh have Reaſon to fear 
from a'corrupt, inſufficient Miniſter, and that 


from an Elder; yet nevertheleſs, that Deacons 


and Elders are not choſen by the Voices of the 
People, is no doubt a great Wrong, and what we 
are as far from juſtifying, as this Writer is from 
condemning. 2. If People are filent, and do 
not remonſtrate againſt the Election or Ordinati- 
on of ſuch Elders, they ſo far, as we conceive, 


give an implicite Conſent, and free theſe Elders 


rom the Charge of violent Intruſion, ſo much 
now complained of in the _ of Miniſters. 

3. We would ask him (ſeeing he's ſo full of 
Queries) If he knows of any one ſubſcribing 
Elder or Deacon that was received to Office upon 
an accepted Preſentation from a Patron toro fe- 
re populo renitente? Or if, at their Elections, 


the Patron's Concurrence with the Electors is re- 


quired as a. ſine quo non, as in the Act com- 
plain'd of it is? Until he is able to anſwer theſe 
affirmatively, we muſt beg Leave to ſay there is 
no Nullity in their Ordination. f 
V. 24 and 25. he has a Bundle of Queſtions, 
all reducible to one; ſuch as, What ſpall deter- 
mine the Eleftion ? Is it the Majority? then 
they'll invade the Right belonging to the Mino- 
rity : Is not the Minority à Society? —— And 
bave not they this Legacy? Anſav. Puzzling and 
learn'd Queſtions! As the Majority and Minori- 


I 
Gi nn 4A. a 
ty are Parts of the Whole, fo both of them to- bute 
ether make up but one Congregation ; nor can ¶ tot 
5 minor Part be called a Society, until disjoin'd ing 7 
from the major Part, and erected into a diftin& || or th 
one ; for, till then, they are ſtill a Part of the P. 
Society or Congregapion. Moreover, if the || am? 
minor Part of a Congregation is a Society; it Þ kno 
would follow, that the Minority of this Minority ly pe 
would make another Society, and fo on, until it guag 
Were reduced to a ſingle Perſon; which, in no whil 
Pro riety of Speech, could be called a Society. fince 
ing it is the Right and Privilege of every to th 
ember of, an Eccleſiaſtick Court to judge and |} kno 
determine in Matters competent to them, we on © 
Would ask bim, If that, — the Majority car- xxx" 
ies. it by Vote, the Minority are invaded in to u 
their Wacred, Rights? If. they are not, but muſt ry v 
be concluded by the Majority, pray, To what || thar 
Purpoſe twits he us with ſuch Queſtions? Or, if || ded 
zen are wrong d, why does not he, in his pro- . 
found Wiſdom, F e a Salvo? * ; 
He alledges, f ve glow other Proteſ : 
4 Share with us in our Right, wwe muſt needs be ler, 
for a Toleration. Anſw. This is anſwered, on lous 
bis x4th Page, where we ſhew who are to be $07 
excluded from this Privilege, who not. . : 
P. 26. He ſays, That ſuch of us as are able to Th: 
contribute, (for the Subſiſtence of ou, Miniſters ) cor! 
aui contend to have the ſole Right veſtea in our and 
Perſons, to the Fæclinſion of the Poor. Anſw. for 
He's pleaſed to predict what, according to our hav 
role Principles, cannot poſſibly happen; or, Ch; 
— to make Proſelytes, he perhapꝭ recom- ; 
mends it as a Rule worthy of our copying after ; in 
for he expreſly tells us, That all theſe Chriſti- 
| ans 
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ans in Acts vi. 3. who = not able to contri- 
bute, were excluded from the Election, contrary 
to.the Letter of the Text, which ſays, The Say- 
ing pleaſed the whole Multitude, and not a Part, 
or the richer Sort only. 
P. 32. 1 muſt, ſays he, acquaint you, that I 
am to cite Greek, and to ſpeak to you in an un- 
known Tongue, Tit. i. 12. Anſw. As he plain- 


# ly perverts the Scriptures in the Zngliſh Lan- 


guage, ſo he ſeems to corrupt them in the Greek; 
while he writes'yacapss for yargpss appar: And, 
fince his Engliſi and Greek appear alike foreign 
to the Scriptures, tis rio great Marvel they're un- 
known to us. Moreover, ſince he, in Imitati- 
on of a proud Boaſter, and raging Railer, 1/2; 
xxxvi. thinks fit to Eng/ih his Greek, and ſpeak 


to us in our own Language, we might been ve- 


ry well excuſed from making any other Return 
than what the good King Hezekiah comman- 
ded his People, Anſwer him not. 

Then he adds, Theſe Cretians, Having ſtill a 
4 "»Frre of their National Vices, —— could 
t be admitted to chuſe their Eccleſiaſtick Ru- 


lers? Anſw. Such of them as did bear the ſcanda- 


lous Character of being aways Liars, evil Beaſts, 
Jod- hellies, could not be allowed to chuſe. 
2. The Context plainly ſhews (namely, v. Ir.) 
That theſe Cretiaus, thus characteriz d, were 
corrupt Teachers, teaching (like this Author 


and his Clients) Things which they ought not, 


for filrhy Lucre's Sake; and fo ſhould neither 
have bean Electors of Miniſters, nor Teachers of 

Chriſtians. 
P. 38. Are there (ſays he) corrußt Teachers 
in the Church of Scotland? then the People can 
| * repair 


1 
repair to, ans attend on the Miniſtry of ſuch as 
are faithful aud honeſt ; this is the Remedy that 
ts left you. Anſ. *Tis very much, no doubt, that 
he allows the poor Flock ſo great an Indulgence, 
or that he is for a 8 in any Caſe; but, 


why ſhould whole Flocks be expoſed to the In- 
conveniency of wandring and ſtraying for ſpiri- 
tual Food, when they 
faithful Paſtors, if but allowed to chuſe them ? 
And why do 2 thus ſcatter the Lord's 
Flock, by their authorizing of ſuch corrupt 
Preachers, and unhallowed Settlements ? And, 
ſeeing it is in their Power to remedy theſe Evils, 
but do it not, are not they chargeable with them, 
and acceſſory. to them? 2. We appeal to any 
thinking Man, if a corrupt Teacher, ſo deſer- 
ted, ſhould, as a- Miniſter, or yet as an honeſt' 
Man, lay Claim to the Emoluments of that 
Settlement: But, when Men throw off the 
Thoughts of Duty, they're aſhamed of nothing, 
no, not of publick Diſhonour ; yea, they are ſa- 
tisfied that others be burdened with the Care of 
Souls, provided they enjoy the Benefice and 
empty Title of 1 cu ; let them have but the 
Advantages, and let take the Charge and hard 
Service who will. N 

PV. 39. Becauſe we ſay in our Papers, That 
Chriſt's Sheep, by a heavenly Inſtinct and Saga- 
city, know the Voice of the true Shepherd from 
that of a Stranger; he bias us give over our 
Cant, and ſpeak to him intelligible Words that 
be can underſtand. Anſfw. Since he cannot un- 
derſtand our Words, why, like theſe in 2 Per, 
li. 12. doth he ſpeak Evil of Things he under- 
ſtands not? Will he, with his dear Brother Mr 
Ang. 
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may be ſupplied with | 


gour Liberality to 
Word in the Text cited by us, only as a conſe- 


6 7 \ 
Campbell in St. Anarews, dare to burleſque and 


ridicule the ſpecial Operations, and gracious 
Fruits of the holy Spirit ? alledging Reaſon to 
be ſufficient, with the .Help of mere external 
Revelation, to diſcern the Things of the Spirit of 
God; contrary to 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural Man 
receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, 


neither can he know them, &c. 2. Tho? he carries 


his Jeer on theſe awful Matters too near the Bor- 
ders of Blaſphemy, uſing the Dialect and Cant 
of Deiſts and Pelagians; yet is he as unable to 
diſprove theſe Points, as to pluck up by the 
Roots the Whole of Chriſtianity. 3. Why 
ſhould it be thought a Thing incredible, that the 
new Man, or renewed Nature in a Believer, having 
its own ſpiritual Diſcerning, Taſte and Senſation, 


ſhould be able to diſtinguiſh between a faithful, 


gracious Miniſter, diſpenſing Divine Ordinances 
with the ſpecial and powerful Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and an ungodly Hireling, diſpen- 
fing the ſame only by the Help of natural Parts, 
and acquired Abilities ? | 
P. 50. he ſays, We cite 1 Cor. xvi. 3. as Sa- 
ran cited a Paſſage out of the Plalms, by artful- 
ty concealing a Part of the Woras, Viz. To bring 
eruſalem. Anſw.. Every 


quential Proof, makes nothing againſt us, but 
preciſely for us : For, if the Church had a Right 
to elect or chuſe a fit. Perſon to carry their Li- 
berality to Fern/alem, much more a faithful 
Guide to direct them in their Journey ro Heaven. 
2. With what Face can he condemn Satan, tho? 
juſtly too, for concealing a Pare of a Text, 
while he's not aſhamed to juſtify a dear Friend 
I 2 per- 


( 68 ) 
erting the brighteſt Texts in all Divine Re- yremt 
— 15 ——— of his monſtrous and blaſ- Jes 
phemous Arrian Notion? Might not Satan cry it 1s 
out againſt him, as juſtly as againſt the Zewiſp 
Exorciſts, Acts xix. 15. Feſus I know, and Paul ſom. 
4 know, but who are ye? i with 
Then he cites againſt us his Poet's Words, ledge 
Quoties vis fallere plebem, finge Deum; i. e. char; 
W henever you have a Mind to put a Cheat on nets. 
common People, give it out that God ſays ſo. ] with 
Anſw. All that this proves, is only a Piece of and 
r Weakneſs, and that generally God's“ Popi 
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Word is molt credited amongſt the People: Bur | A 
we are afraid, this Way, of aay, 18 the moſt and 
improbable, to put a Cheat on many Kirkmen, un- Anſ⸗ 
10 bis Latine Phraſe might run thus, Quoties 1 | ſhall 
vlg fallere clerum, finge legem aut regem, i. e. gy 
Whenever you have a Mind to put a Cheat on a mod 
Clergyman, give it out, that ſome human Law upot 
or great Man ſays ſo. muc 
Page 12. Having given us a long Detail of Got! 
Socinian Tenets, he tells, He finas us harmoni- and 


Sing with them, for this only Reaſon, becauſe gie 
they are for popular Election. Anſw. As cor- | 


rupt Sociniaus, in this Point, are founder than Scrij 
he is; ſo, even Satan, in confeſſing the Supreme Suf 
Godhead of the bleſſed Redeemer, ſeems more ally 
Orthodox than ſome of his learned Friends who p 
blaſphemouſly deny it. Are we Socinians, be- Seei 
cauſe with them we own a Divine Truth, popu- | tin 
lar Election ? Such a vile and groundle's Accu- niſi 
fation might juſtly put the Grand Acculer to the 2 
Bluſh. We would ask him, If he would take it abu 
well from an Atheiſt, to be called an Harmoni- Mat 
rer with the grand Aaverſary, becauſe that, ſpir 


Aber believes there is a God, and 
with him, he believes the trembles? 
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( 69 ) 
Ker trembles ? Or, will he be aſhamed to aſſert that 
lal- Jens Chriſt is the holy One of God, becauſe 
it 1s an Article of Satan's Confeſſion? Such a 
eſo | Way of Reaſoning carries its Weaknels in its Bo- 
aul ſom. Certainly one may very well deſend theſe, 
with ſeveral other Points of Faith, acknow- 
3 | ledged by ſuch a Sett of Creatures, and not be 
. | © charged with their Diabolical and pernicious Te- 
"2 | nets: Might not we more juſtly argue, Becauſe 
2 with the Papiſts, he boldly denies a Scriptural 
q and Reformation Principle, that thereſore he is 
"S | . Popiſp. 


— Again, ſays he, You harmonize with Deiſts 
6 and Freethinkers, as 'Tindal and his Club. 
we Anſw. This being of a Piece with the former, we 
3 ſhall only add, That the Growth of Deiſin, in 
© |} our Day, is owing to nothing more than to the 
hog modern Harangues and embelliſhed Diſcourſes 
w upon human Virtue and Morality, tending ſo 
of much to exalt Man's corrupt Nature, and to 
C ſooth Men in the natural Principle of Self conceit 


7 and Eſteem, which leads them to fix on the Re- 
a ligion of Nature, falſly ſo called. 2 
Page 74. He addreſſes us with a Scoff, and a 
= Scripture in his Mouth, both at once, faying, 
3 Suffer then the Word of Exhortation from your 
: = Friend and hearty Nelwiſber, Come ous 
rom among them, and be ye ſeparate. Anſw. 
: Seeing he cannot but know, that what we maine 
tain in our Papers, is as far diſtant from Scinia- 
mſm and Deiſm, as Heaven is from Earth, we 
mule how his Conſcience allow'd him thus to 
abuſe holy Scripture, and to accoſt us in ſuch a 
Manner : And, after he has boldly attack'd our 
ſpiritual Rights, and wounded to his utmoſt 
| Our 


—— — — 1 —————— — 
— — — 


1 D 


| AX, 
our good Name and Chriſtian Character, ſhould 
we really be ſo credulous, as to believe he is our 
aſſured Friend? / Nay, as the poor Highlana- 
mam ſaid of Tranſubſtantiation, It will not be- 
lieve for us. 2. In his Exhortation, he conceals 
a material Part of the Text, 2 Cor. vi. 17. (/aith 
the Lora, and touch not the unclean Thing : ) 
For what Reaſon, and in Imitation of whom, we 
ſhall not fay ; only he did well ſo far, in not 
abuſing that ſacred Name, LORD), in his mock 
Exhortation: And it may be thought, *tis a Piece 
of Prudence to ſet his Thumb on the latter 
Clauſe (touch not the unclean Thing) as poin- 
ting too directly againſt his rotten Cauſe, un- 
clean Acts, and Popiſh Inventions, ſo much patro- 


niſed and warmly defended in this and all his other 


manly Performances. 3. He ſeems alſo to be ve- 
ry unlucky in all his Citations ; for the Text he 
adduceth, plainly overturns the whole of his 
magnificent Building, and fairly ſeparates betwix: 
the Flock and his — Hirelings, who, by 
their bowing to the preſent Dagons, are rende- 
red morally unclean. 

Then he is pleaſed confidently to aſſure us, 
That the Government, either of Kirk or State, 
will never ſuffer this Right to be lodged in the 
People, or exerciſed by them. Anſw. This is 
truly Eraſtian Chat, and a chanting on the high- 
eſt Key of Fraſtianiſm. The Lord Jeſus has 
fixed this Right, and lodged it in his People ; and 
this Writer ſays, It all not be ſiffered : Strange 
Language in the Mouth of a Worm ! Will it not 
luffice him to have robbed us of our Divine 


Right, unleſs he alſo rob the God- Man Redee- 
mer of one of the ſhining Pearls of his Mediato- 


(7 
Crown, and force it as a Compliment on 
Kirk and State? Quis talia fando, temperat 4 
lachrymis ? 

Again he tells us, That aeither Kirk nor 
State will ſuffer this Right to be loaged in us, 
winleſs we become too maſterly for both. — 
aud have in our Power Rome's Argument, 
9 cudgelling and com elling, both by 
Force and Violence. Anſw. While upbraiding 
us at this Rate, does he not ſay, The Lord's Peo- 
ple ſhall never obtain their juſt Right, until they 
are able to cope with him and his Abettors, and 
beat them to yield it; and that he and his Friends 
are reſolved, with Fire and Sword, to maintain 
this Right againſt us, till by Force of Arms they 
ſhall be obliged to give it up ? This Romiſb Argu- 


ment is, no doubt, worth a thouſand of his other 


dull ones, and is abſolutely prevailing; for, 
where Force is uſed, there is no need of Reaſon ; 
This is Rome's Way for keeping all in the Dark, 
and procuring blind Obedience, having the ſecu- 
lar Arm at. their Devotion, to puniſh theſe 
whom they dogmatically condemn. Is it poſ- 
fible ſuch a Tenet, or Antichriſtian Spirit, can 
harbour in the Breaſt of a ſound Proteſtant ? 
2. As Goſpel-Truths have Efficacy ſufficient to 
the pulling down of ſtrong Holds, and need nor 
the Help of, any ſuch Weapons; ſo neither do 
they requir@em, nor were they ever much 
obliged to them; tho? it muſt be owned, his 
Romiſb Doctrines of Patronage-Acts, Preſenta- 
tions, and antiſcriptural Settlements, could not 
long ſubſiſt, without ſuch carnal Helps. 

Then he adds, That we have already begun 
to make Attemprs on Miniſters Perſons. 2 

| | * 
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Such a manifeſt Falſhood would make Impu- 
dence. itſelf to bluſh, Did not the People all 
along apply, without Force, in a legal Manner? 

Is not our Zeſtimony, which he had before his 
Eyes, a Proof of it? 

Again he ſays, Surely not by fixing the Right 
re of Election in your Hands; for this is to put a 
. © Sword in your Hands, to execute all Manner of 
4 Cruelties and Maſſacres on ſuch as ſhall pre- 
ce ſume to differ from you.” Arnſw. He ſhould ei- 
ther make good his bloody Charge, and ſhew 
himſelf fo far, at leaſt, an honeſt Man; or, fai- 
ling ſo to do, he ought to be puniſhed as a 
vile Accuſer and Calumniator : However, he has 
no Reaſon to fear Danger from us, who deſire 
to commit our Cauſe to Him that judgeth righ- 
teouſly, and complain on him and his Friends, at 
a Throne of Grace, as Enemies to Jeſus Chrilt, 
his Intereſt and People. And we can aſſure him, 
the worſt we wiſh him, is, That he may repent of 
this his Wickedneſs ; and pray God, if perhaps, 
the Thoughts of his Heart and Words of his 
Mouth may be forgiven him. But pray, what 
are theſe Maſſacres he would fright the World 
with? The Shutting of Two or Three Kirk-doors, 
or Pulpit-doors, and hardly allowing Acceſs to 
ſerve an Edict or two: And is it any Wonder that 

Oppreſſion, in one of the greateſt Comforts of 

Life, made fome few People e ſuch inno- 
cent Reſentments? But what V one would ſuf 
ice for recording the Inſtances of - Cruelty and 

© barbarous Uſage, exerciſed by different Inſtru- 
ments on the Lord's diſtreſſed People; eſpecially 
» fince the rigid Execution and Exerciſe of the fore- 

aid ſinful Acts and Cuſtoms has ſo much ow of 
FF Joo | ned? 


22 
ned? Such as the Impriſoning of ſome, quar? 
tering Soldiers on others, obliging not a few. to 
leave their native Country, wounding ſeveral 
with ſmall Shot, and conſtraining many, 'wha 
were Tenants, to flit and remove; whereas we 
defy him, or any other, to make it appear, that 
ever the leaſt Violence was offered to the Per- 
ſon of any Man, on that Account; excepting, 
perhaps, in Self. defence. | 

He ſays, To allow us the Exerciſe of our © 
Right to call Miniſters, were to L a Swore 
in our Hands. Very true, tis a Sword, or ra- 
ther a Scourge of the Lord's Making, gifted ta 
his People, for holding and ſcourging out of his 
Temple all Thieves and Robbers. And, to be 
ſure, none will offend at this innocent Weapon, 


z or grudge its Exerciſe, but Buyers and Sellers, 


always declared Enemies againſt it. It is indeed 
long ſince the Romiſo Huckſters, making Mer- 
chandice of Souls, voted it out of Doors, as 
what very much diſturbed the Peace and . 
of their Kingdom of Darkneſs; but why this 
Man is ſo fond of their Example, we ſhall not 
fay, if it is not, that he intends to riſe up, and 
lay the Foundation of curſed ericho in our 
Firſt-born. Privileges and ſacred Rights. 

Wbil he thus talks fo unreaſonably, he re- 
minds us of the late barbarous and cruel Act, 
which, like 3 Sword indeed, has been alread 
ſTheathed in the Bowels of both Pariſhes and Preſ- 
byteries : And, alas! if when but a Stripling, co: 


vered in the homely Dreſs of an Overture, it 


was capable of doing ſo much Miſchief, what 
Havock, may one ſuppoſe, will it make in a 
mort Time within this poor Church, when now 
R 


n 
Aa advaticed to the gigantick Stature of a ſandin 

Act; and, Goliath. like, ſwaggering in our Vi 
ley of Viſion, with this Champion for its Ar- 
mour-Bearer ? 

It is worth remarking, how much he is plea- 
ſed, in his Humble Enquiry, p. 56. to propale 
his Prayers to the World, in theſe Words, 7 
thank thee, onlyſwiſe God, who aſſiſted me, and en- 
abled me, to reaſon after this Manner. Pray, after 
what Manner has he reafoned ! He would indeed, 
ifhe could, reaſon the bleſſed Redeemer out of his 
Headſhip, and the Chriſtian People from their 
Rights, and perſwade us to a tame Compliance 
with Conſcience - enſlaving Yokes : But, if that, 
and the like Stuff may be accounted juſt Matter 
of Praiſe, then Rome's Te Deums are holy e- 


nough Song? Then he adds, O Father of 


Tight, grant, that in thy Light I may ſee 
Tight. | 
If one might form a Judgment of his Prayers 


bY his Performances, fo much ſtuff d with Fal- 
0 


ods and Raillery, and contradictory to the 
Light of the holy Scriptures and of Rerfon alſo, 
they have been either very unſuccesful ; or, at 
leaſt, anſwered not much unlike to thoſe of an 
old ofor populi, a proud ambitious Clergyman 
too, Numb. xxiii. who, albeit he had previous 
Light and Prohibitions to the contrary, yet,. with 
matchleſs Impudence, importuned the Lord once 
and again for new Light, in a very unhallowed 
Cauſe, not much diſſimilar to this of our devout 
Adverlary: For, as the one ſought Lizht and 
Liberty to curſe the Lord's People, ſo the other, 
as would ſeem, affected the ſame, for N 
«eats 5 ö E. em, 
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them, not WS. of their wordly Subſtance; 
but of what is infinitely more preferable. 
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A few ſhort Remarks on this Author's 
Humble Enquiry finiſhed. 


TH IS Writer's finiſhing Stroke againſt our 
foreſaid Right, being come from the Preſs 
about the Time that this of ours entred it, we 
thought it ſome Way a providential Call for us 
to drop a few Remarks upon it. | 
His Piece conſiſts of about two Parts, vis. the 
Hiſtory of Settlements for the Space of Ninety 


(Years; and a ſhort Anſwer to the Mutual Ne- 


ative, with 15 Lines of Reply to Mr. Currie's 
Full Vindication of rhe Peoplès Right, &c. con- 
liſting of 376 Pages. Sap, 

1. Tho indeed it muſt be owned, that this 
laborious Bee has been at no {mall Pains in making 
ſo great a Collection, and compiling, no doubt, 
ſo worthy a Hiſtory of the iniquous and Anti- 
ſcriptural Settlements, which ſo much obtained 
in the former Periods of this Church before the 
Revolution; yet we are at a Lols to know, what 
good Purpoſe this fine Performance can ſerve: 
For his large Scroll of Settlements behov'd either 
to be right or wrong; H right, why ſeems he ſo 
ſhy to tell us ſo much? And if wrong, for what 
End did he collect a Cluſtre of fo bad Examples, 
ſeeing we have too many already ? Is it, that, 
like another Ham, he may uncover, and with 
lome Kind of Pleaſure look upon the Nakedneſs 
and Shame of his old ſpiritual Fathers, expoſing 

| K 3: them, 
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them, by ſuch impudent Conduct, to the Ridi- 
cule of their Enemies, Papiſts and Prelatiſts ? 
Tben, ſurely, if theſe ſhining Lights, who ſo 
much lamented over, and to their utmoſt oppo- 
| ſed theſe Defections now gloried in by this Man, 
were to ariſe from their Graves, they would pro- 


bably ſalute him in Noa#'s Words to his unnatu- 


ral Son, Gen. ix. 25. Curſed be Canaan, a Ser- 
want of Servants ſhall be unto his Brethren. Or, 
does he intend, by raking thus into one Heap 
the Blots and Stains of former Periods, to pro- 
poſe them to Poſterity as a beautiful Pattern to 
copy after ? or yet to weaken the Hands of any 
few in our Day, oppoſing Antichriſtian Uſur- 
pations? May he not, juſt with as good Reaſon, 
compile a Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment Saints their groſs Sins, Enormities and De- 
fections, propoſing them to Mankind, as a to- 
Jerable good Syſtem of Marals worthy of Imita- 
tion? 5 
2. Albeit we had no Ground, as we are very 
much afraid we have, to ſuſpect the Truth of 
his Collection of Settlements in many Particulars; 
yet, at molt, they are only to be accounted 
Aberrations from the ſtated Rule of Settlements, 


fixed in our firſt and ſecond Books of Diſcipline, | 


by our firlt reforming Fathers, and as a Rape 
committed on them by Pc then Civil Powers, 
with a corrupt Party in the Church, as in our 
Day, too much concurring with them, plotting 
always the Settlement of Prelacy, and keenly op- 
poſing a ſtrict Work of Reformation: And, as 
 _ theſe firſt Fathers happened to be fore oppreſſed 
by lax and corrupt Brethren, ſo were their 92 
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ſul Succeſſors in Afrer-periods ; as our Church- 


Hiſtories witneſs. 

3. In the moſt of theſe Periods mentioned by 
him, they were only advancing towards a full 
and more complete Reformation, and at the ſame 
Time, for the moſt Part, very fore diſtreſſed and 
born down with Patronages, dealing freely with 
the Impoſers for a Removal ; and, while the 
Yoke remained, made the beſt they could of ſo 
great an Evil. But, can he give one Inſtance, in 


all theſe Periods, when an Aſſembly homologate 
Patronage by a ſolemn Act, robbing the Chriſti- - 


an People of their elective Right, and veſtin 

Elders, and even Heritors not of this Church's 
Communion, therewith ? Or, was it ever heard 
in any Period of Presbytery till now, that an Act 


of Parliament limiting Patronages, and affording 


2 fair Handle for defeating the Patron's Power of 


preſenting, was practically refuſed and trampled 


on, as is the Act 1719 
4. This poor Man, in defending his unhal- 
lowed Cauſe, would ſeem to be ſore pinch'd, and 
reduc'd to the laſt Extremity ; when bes ſo much 
oblig'd, like the Sow in the Puddle, ſtill to be 
plunging in fulſom Work: And, as if it were 
is Element, finiſhes his poor Task with a vile 
and lothſom Collection, ſcrap'd our df fo many 
borrowed and begged Regiſters ; a Pillar of Sand 
and Mud, erected very artificially, for ſupporting 
his rotten and tottering Building, 
5. After he has, with much Sweat and Toil, 


7 


rais d a lofty Dunghil out of this dirty Traſh, 


from under which our great Lights in theſe re- 
forming Periods groan'd to be delivered, he ap- 


ſt us 
and 


pears to have gathered freſh Courage again 


— 
* 
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and our Cauſe, gloryin * boaſting of what 


really was the Shame of theſe Times; and, if 
we may ule the Expreſſion, like a filly Cock, 


fond of his own Dunghil, triumphs and crows 
ou renewed Vigour, even after à fatal De- 
eat. . 

6. Such an unſavoury Perſormance, ſending 
forth its hurtful and nauſeous Steems, will cer- 
tainly be accounted by every honeſt Chriſtian, 
worthy rather to be trampled under Foot in a 
Mire, as its proper Element, than received into a 
Cloſet among orthodox Writings. | 

7. It might be a Query, Why, in his Colle- 
ction of Settlements, he puts himſelf to ſo much 
Trouble, by travelling fo far back * One would 


think, the unprecedented Settlements fince the 


Revolution, but elpecially,fince the fatal Tear 1) la, 
might{afforded him Materials for ſo rare a Hiſto- 
ry ; we might perhaps gueſs his Reaſons, tho' at 


preſent, for want of Time, we rather incline to 


paſs them. 

8. In his lean and pitiful Anſwer to the Aſu- 
zual Negative, we find him, here and there, cul- 
ling fone few ſhort Sentences, Expreſſions and 


| Words, and toſſing them, with ſome ſmall Turns 


of Wit, as light Feathers in the Air, unworthy 
of ſo great a Doctor's Notice. | 
In the whole of his argumentative Part we 
find nothing worthy our Notice, or that appears 
unanſwerably ſtrong, excepting one Argument, 


E which, we frankly own, has more Weight than 


a thouſand, and which, we're very much afraid, 
will greatly puzzle the learned Author of the 
Negative Grisfhiogly to anſwer : We have it at 
the End of p. 151, conceived in very ſtrong wy 
RE Shen dn» | or- 
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formidable 'Terms,---Theſe Gentlemen have wiſe- 


y concealed their Names; for I cannot think 
there is any Thing leſs in their Pampblet, 
than the attrocious Crime of high Treaſon; and 


that, however they eſcape themſelves, yet the 


Mutual Negative deſerves a further Confutation, 
by burning it at all the Market. Croſſes of the 
Nation with the Hand of the Hangman. It 
muſt be confeſs'd, that all the. Millions of ſoun- 
deſt Writings ſince the Creation of the World, 
amaſſed into one Volume, would be found too 
ſlender and weak to ſtand againſt the fiery Heat 
of this abſolutely ſtrong and maſterly Argument. 
Rome herſelf, from whom we conceive he has 
borrow'd it, can hardly produce a greater: *Tis 
pretty well known how much that Saranical 
Synagogue, for many Centuries, has been obliged 
to it ; and, even in the late Times of Tyranny, 
the very Cauſe which he ſo warmly defends, was 
not a little indebted to it. While he fooliſhly 
charges the foreſaid learned Author with Treaſon 
againſt an earthly King, becauſe he cites X720x 
againſt the Regimen of Nomen, he forgets that he 
himſelf is juſtly chargeable with attrocious Trea- 
ſon againſt the KING of KINGS, while ſo much 
againſt the Sovereignty 2nd Government of Jeſus 
Chriſt in his own Houſe. = 

9. As to the Full Vindication of the Peoples 
Right, he ſeems to be ſo much confounded with 
the Strength of Argument in that Book, that 
he's forced to uſe, for an Anſwer, this filly Ex- 
cuſe, He has no Time to be ſo meanly employ d. 
Strange! Can any Employment be reckon'd 
meaner, than that of ſcraping tugether a good- 
ly Number of old Presbytery-Regiſters, and — 

eſe 
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rotten Graves to raiſe the frightful and ghoſtly. 

PDeſections and Falings that. were, dead and bu- 
Tied before he was born? One would think, 

/ and not think much amiſs, that the mean Em- 

ployment of Canſey-raker were the more eli- 


\ 

| 

/  Bgible and honourable of the two. 
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